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PREFACE. 



The Author's design, in writing the 
following pages, is to assist those 
who are benevolently . employed in 
visiting the sick. As there are per- 
sons among the afflicted, in different 
states of mind, his aim has been to 
produce a small book, containing a 
portion suited to every case. The 
Sinner, the Anxiously Concerned for 
Salvation, the Believer in Jesus, the 
Backslider, the Recovered from Sick- 
ness, and the Bereaved, will each find 
a chapter suited to his condition. 

It is hoped that visitors of the sick> 
and those who have afflicted relative3, 
whose spiritual welfare they desire to 
promote, may find this book such as 
they would like to put into their 
hands. A book arranged in this form, 
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VI PREFACE. 

the writer has often felt the need of; 
and it was this need which suggested 
the writing of this. He is aware, that 
there are other books bearing on this 
subject, well adapted to the end for 
which they are intended ; but he is 
not aware that there is one following 
his line of thought. At the close of 
each chapter, suitable portions of 
Scripture are referred to ; and a prayer 
in Scripture language, as well as a 
hymn, are given to impart additional 
interest and weight to the lesson of 
the chapter. 

Having accomplished his task he 
now launches his little barque upon 
the troubled waters of life, hoping 
that the public will look upon it 
with a favourable eye; and praying 
that by the blessing of the Most High, 
it may be rendered subservient to the 
glory of God and the best interest of 
man. 

Staplehurst^ 1872. 
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CHAPTER I. . 

THE UNCONVERTED. 

" When God strikes, let us beware of striking 
back again f for God will have the last blow^ 

Rutherford. 

" God receiveth returning sinners with much 
sweetness; Heretaineth not His anger for ever^ 
because mercy pleaseth Him, His mercy to us 
is greater than His justice ^ though in themselves 
they are equalP Trapp. 

Dear Friend, it is love to your precious 
soul that brings me into your room in the 
form of this small book. Your present 
state is a tr)ring One ; for affliction in every 
form is painful. " No affliction for the present 
seemeth to be joyous ^ Hebrews xii. ii. It 
is a condition which demands sympathy 
and help ; for though it cannot be 
avoided, yet it may be alleviated. Do 
not deem me an intruder, but look on me 
as a friend and wellwisher to your soul, 

B 
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2 THE UNCONVERTED. 

I have assumed in the heading of this 
chapter that you are unconverted. Is it 
so? My design is not unduly to trouble 
you; to p/oduce any unnecessary alarm, 
nor to lead you to despair; but, by the 
help of the Holy Spirit, to arouse you to a 
<:oncem for salvation, and to show you the 
way by which you may obtain eternal life. 

Have you duly considered that, you have 
a soul of great value, which is defiled by 
sin, and is in danger of perishing ? That 
in reference to its worth Jesus asks, ** What 
shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul ? or what shall a man give 
in exchqnge for his soulV^ Mark viii. 36, 37. 
To you the soul is of more value than all 
the world. Hitherto you have overlooked 
it, and disregarded its welfare. You have 
thought of other things, but you have 
forgotten the soul. O, how many lose 
the soul through ignorance, unbelief, and 
forgetfulness of God! What striking 
examples are given of this in the Scrip- 
tures. Cain lost his through a dislike 
to religion ; Esau, for a mess of pottage ; 
Achan, for a wedge of gold; Balaam, 
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THE UNCONVERTED. 3 

for a reward ; Absalom, for a kingdom ; Ahab, 
for a garden of herbs ; Herod, for vainglory ; 
Pontius Pilate, for popularity; and men in 
general lose theirs through an unwillingness 
to retain God in their thoughts. Will you 
lose yours from neglect ? Satan seeks to 
devour it ; Christ died to save it ; and the 
Spirit strives to win it to God. " Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts : and let him return unto the 
Lord, for He will have mercy upon him, and 
to our God, for He will abundantly pardon,** 
Isaiah Iv. 7. 

Do you consider that you have sinned 
against God, broken His law, grieved His 
Holy Spirit, departed from His way, and 
done very wickedly ? This is, indeed, the 
case. " For all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God** Rom. iii. 23. ** There is 
none that doeth good, no, not one** Rom. iii. 12. 
**All we like sheep have gone astray ; we have 
turned everyone to his own way** Isaiah liii. 6. 
Have you thought of the number of sins of 
which you have been guilty.^ Sins in 
thought, word, and deed? Secret sins? 
Open and known sins ? Sins against your- 
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4 * THE UNCONVERTED^ 

self, yovLt family, your friends, your God ? 
You may not have been guilty of murder, 
nor have given yourself up to cursing, 
swearing, lying, stealing, impurity, and 
drunkenness ; but still you have sinned, and 
there have been times when conscience has 
reminded you of the fact ; but you have 
striven hard to shake off its awakenings. 
All your sins are written in the book of 
God's remembrance, and filed against you 
in the high court of heaven. They expose 
you to pain, the wrath of God, and eternal 
death. Hear what the Holy Ghost saith, 
" God ts angry with the wicked every day^ 
Psalm vii. ii. ^^ The soul that sinneth^ it 
shall die'* Ezekiel xviii. 4. " The wicked 
shall be turned into helly and all the nations 
that forget God '* Psalm ix. 17. Remember 
that all your sins have been committed 
against God, who has ever been your best 
Friend. What would you think of the con- 
duct of the man, whose friend has always 
been as a father to him, brought him 
up from a child, fed, clothed, educated, 
started him in life, and followed him with 
many prayers, and the best advice, who. 
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THE UNCONVERTED. 5 

instead of loving that friend, despises him, 
treats him with neglect, and can never 
speak kindly of him, nor to him ? God is 
such a friend. He has always been good, 
kind, and loving to you; but instead of 
being thankful, you have been rebellious, 
and treated Him with neglect. You have 
not liked to retain Him in your thoughts, 
nor have you spoken to Him in prayer and 
praise, nor of Him in counsel to others. 
Consider the aggravated nature of your 
sins, with what evil circumstances they are 
clothed, that they are marked as with 
crimson and scarlet dye, and have been 
committed against Divine mercy and love. 
You have known that you were doing 
wrong, and yet you continued to do it. It 
may be, you think, that as your sins were 
committed a long time ago, they are gone 
and will never return. But you have not 
escaped the consequence of evil doing even 
in this life. God has established an in- 
separable connection between sin and 
suflfering. " Fools because of their transgres- 
sion, and became of their iniquities, are afflicted,** 
Psalm cvii. 17. **And now also the axe is 
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6 THE UNCONVERTED, 

laid unto the root of the trees: therefore evefy 
tree thaibringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire J* Matt. iii. lo. 
Here you see how closely sin and suffering 
are connected. In this world man eats the 
fruit of his doing in diseases of the body, 
distress of mind, painful circumstances, 
and fearful apprehensions of the future. 
Conscience is a law in every man's breast, 
accusing or else excusing his actions. 
Judas felt this when he had betrayed his 
Lord, and with bitter grief went out and 
hanged himself. You have felt the same 
painful result of sin ; and as long as sin 
remains in the world, suffering will follow. 
All the ills that now afflict our race are the 
consequences of sin, and from these none 
are permitted to escape. But if it were 
possible to escape the consequences of sin 
in this life, the danger is not past. It is 
chiefly in the world to come that God deals 
with sin. Sometimes He puts forth His hand 
here to show that He marks iniquity, and 
slumbers not ; but after death is the judg- 
ment. Then will be the true avenging of 
blood, then will sin be seen in God's light, 
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THE UNCONVERTED. 7 

and every transgression will receive a just 
recompense of reward. 

Are you aware that a change must take 
place in your experience before you are 
prepared to meet God ? " Except a man he 
horn again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,** 
John iii. 3. *^ Except ye he converted, and 
hecome as a little child, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of God** Matt, xviii. 3. " Follow 
peace with all men, and holiness, without which 
no man shall see theLord** Heb. xii. 14. *^And 
there shall in no wise enter into it any thing 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomi- 
nation, or maketh a lie: hut they which are 
written in the Lamh*s hook of life** Rev. xxi. 
27. This may seem a great mystery to 
you ; and, like Nicodemus, you may be ready 
to ask, ^^ How can these things he?** John 
iii. 9. But the Holy Spirit is able to make 
them clear to your understanding. The 
question is, Are you concerned that this 
change should take place in your heart? 
You may think but little of the matter ; your 
mind may be full of the world, and dwell 
upon the hope of life and health. You may 
murmur and repine against God, as a hard 
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8 THE UNCONVERTED. 

master, and think there is time enough yet ; 
but the hour of awakening will come, and 
you may then find it is too late. 

As a poor sinner was dying, he said to 
one who stood by his bedside, "I have 
nothing to expect, sir, but condemnation ; 
nothing but condemnation! A demon is 
whispering in my ear, *You knew at the 
time that a penalty must follow the breaking 
of God's law.' I have not opened a Bible, 
sir, for thirty years ; nor entered a place of 
worship for twenty. I have done wrong, 
knowing it to be wrong. I did so at first, 
with a few qualms of conscience, but these I 
got rid of, and at last sinned with the cool- 
ness of a fiend. Sir, not for one moment 
all my life have I lived for. heaven, no, not 
for one moment ! " 

" Christ died for sinners ! " said the 
minister. 

" Oh, yes," he replied, " Christ died for 
sinners ; but my intellect is clear, clearer than 
ever before — I can see almost into eternity 
— and I feel that, unless Christ be desired 
by me, sought after and longed for; and 
unless I repent of sin, His death can do me 
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THE UNCONVERTED. 9 

no good. Do I repent ? No ! I am only 
angry with myself to think — ^to think " (and 
he lifted up his arm impressively) " that I 
have cursed myself. Is that repentance? 
Do not tiy to console me ; give your sym- 
pathy to those who can receive it, I cannot.** 

His mind wandered; he slept. The 
striking of the clock aroused him ; he whis- 
pered, "*Tis awfully dark here; my feet 
stand on the slippery edge of the great gulf. 
O for some foundation!" He stretched 
out his arm, as if feeling for a way. 

" There is no way of escape but Christ," 
said the minister. ** He is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life." 

"Not for me, not for me!" said the 
dying man, in a tone of woe which cannot 
be described. With a half shriek he said, 
" I shall fall ! I shall fall I I am falling ! ' ' 
And in a moment he passed away for ever. 

Look at another picture. One day a low 
knock came to a minister's door. The door 
was opened, and a little voice said, " Please, 
sir, will you come and see my father, for he 
is dying?" That father was the son of 
^ pious parents, who had instructed him in 
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10 THE UNCONVERTED. . 

the good way, and had often prayed for 
him ; but, alas I he resisted the influence of 
prayer, and neglected the worship of God. 
In a state of intoxication he fought with 
a companion, and received a blow which, 
proved fatal in a few hours. As soon as 
the minister entered^the room, he said, " I 
am a great sinner ; what shall I do ? " 

*' Jesus is a great Saviour, able and willing 
to saye in the eleventh hour," said the mi- 
nister. 

"But it is too late, now, sir; I have 
neglected the Saviour, He will not hear 
me now ; I am lost ; it is too late ; I must 
perish ; I am going to hell ; I am damned ! " 
and so he died. 

A young woman was on the bed of sick- 
ness, which proved to be the bed of death. 
She was visited by a Christian friend, who 
was very anxious for her soul's salvation. 
When asked, "Are you happy?" with a 
pitiful expression she replied, " No, O no, I 
have not had time yet." The question was 
asked, " Did you ever consider that one day 
you must take time to die ? " She smiled, 
and said, "O yes, I expect we shall all 
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have to die some day." A week passed, 
and the friend called again. She was then 
very ill ; and when told that the friend had 
called, she sent a message that she could 
not see her then, as she wanted to sleep. 
Another week passed ; again the friend 
called. The time was now gone for ever 
in which she could hear the words of hope 
and salvation. Inquiry was made as to 
how she died; when it was stated that tq 
the question then asked, ** Are you happy ? " 
the reply was given as before, " No, O no ; 
I have not had time yet." In this state of 
mind she passed into eternity. 

Dear Reader, look at these scenes as they 
pass before you ; meditate upon them, and 
pray that such an end may not be yours. 
Those who continue to disregard the invi- 
tations to turn to God and live, do in reality 
reject the Saviour and His offered mercy; 
and in doing so bring certain ruin upon 
themselves. " See thatye refuse not Him that 
speakeihr Heb. xii. 25. God is speaking 
to you now by those who feel concerned for 
your spiritual welfare, and beseech you to be 
reconciled to Gk)d. He is speaking by the 
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12 THE UNCONVERTED, 

affliction that is upon you. There is danger, 
that if you continue to slight the calls of 
mercy, you may be speedily cut off in your 
sins. But if you will hear the voice that 
speaks to you to-day, and with a sincere mind 
resolve, " / will arise, and go to my Father*' 
(Luke XV. 1 8), there is hope. The invitation 
to come is to you ; the promise of rest is to 
you. The Father will come forth to meet 
you ; the Spirit will clothe you in the gar- 
ment of holiness, and no word of reproach 
will be spoken of your past refusals. Con- 
vinced of your sins you will confess them to 
God, with a penitent and contrite heart. The 
only difficulty that lies in your way is your will. 
The hindrance to your salvation is the same as 
it was in the case of the Jews, of whom Jesus 
said : **Ve will not come to Me, that ye might have 
lifeP John V. 40. If you will come to Christ, 
and believe in Him, you shall find life, — 
spiritual, divine, and eternal life. Yield to the 
Spirit's strivings, and seek to be reconciled 
to God while you may. " // is time to seek 
the Lord** Hos. x. 12. Seek Him now, for 
it is a fearful thing to be a neglecter of sal- 
vation. " How shall we escape if we neglect so 
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great salvation?^ Heb. ii. 3. O beware of 
delays ! Life moves on swiftly. It is as a 
weaver's shuttle, a passing shadow, a fading 
flower; when seen from eternity it is as 
nothing. The soul that has no hope in 
Jesus is like the chaiF driven by the storm : 
it is tossed about for a time, and at last 
blown into the flames of despair. Trifle not 
with time ; use it while you have it. " The 
night is far spent ^ the day is at hand** Rom. 
xiii. 12. Go and mourn before God because 
of your sins ; that you should have committed 
them, that you should have helped to crucify 
the Lord of gloiy. Do as Ahab did when 
he humbled himself before God, and of whom 
He said, ** Seest thou how Ahab humhleth 
himself before Me** i Kings xxi. 29. Confess 
your sins to God ; tell Him that you are guilty, 
that you have sinned against Him, that you 
have done the things which you ought not 
to have done, and that you have left undone 
the things which you ought to have done. 

It may be that you begin to feel some 
compunction for the evils you have done, 
that you feel disposed to call on God for 
mercy, and to send for some one to come 
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14 THE UNCONVERTED. 

and pray for you. You may be greatly 
alarmed, fear the wrath of God, the judg- 
ment day, and promise and vow that if the 
Lord will raise you up again, your life shall 
be very diflferent from what it has been. 
Pause for a moment, and consider what is 
the true feeling of your mind, what is the 
motive that prompts your present sorrow. 
Is it hatred to sin, as a wrong done to God, 
opposed to the purity of His nature ? or is 
it only a fear that you shall be lost ? It is 
said of some of old, " When He slew them^ then 
they sought Him^^ Psalm Ixxviii. 34. So is 
it with many now, when they are afflicted 
they repent, and would reform. As iron in 
the fire is soft and malleable, but when 
taken out soon returns to its former hard- 
ness, so many in affliction are very tender 
and seem to change, but when restored to 
health soon show that they are the same 
as before. We have seen some sick persons 
in extreme pain, both of body and mind, 
who have made many vows, but when the 
affliction has passed away they have for- 
gotten all their good resolutions. I do not 
wish to cast a shadow over your sorrow, but 
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to lead you to ascertain if it be true re- 
pentance, that the result may be permanent. 

Dear Reader ! Allow me to ask, how is it 
with you ? Have you mourned for sin as a 
wrong done to God ? Have you confessed 
it to Him ? Are you pardoned ? or are you 
still living in sin and loving it, not fearing 
its awful consequences ? Tha-e may be but 
a step between you and death. Are you 
reckless in taking that step ? I would most 
earnestly entreat you to lay these things to 
heart. By this affliction God is calling you 
to return to Him. It may be the last time 
He will call. After this the door may be 
shut. Do not sleep another night in sin, 
lest a sudden stroke should cut you down. 

One day the writer was hastily called upon 
to visit a man who was suflfering from great 
pain of body, but from still deeper pain of 
mind. He had many times heard the Word 
preached ; had felt deep convictions, and 
shed many tears. As appeals were made to 
the heart, he often resolved to give himself 
to God, and to seek for salvation, but as 
often his vows were broken. When visited, 
and told of the love of God to sinners, he 
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said, ** O ! how kind of God to give his Son 
to die for such a sinner as I have been.* My 
sins helped to crucify Jesus, to nail Him to 
the cross, and to thrust the cruel crown of 
thorns upon His head. O what a sinner I 
have been ! ** He was told that the way of 
salvation was by faith in Jesus Christ, and 
often was hewisited and urged to " Behold 
the Lamb of God that iaketh away the sin of 
the worlds John i. 29. On one occasion he 
said, " I believe I shall not rise from this 
bed without pardon." Hope was dawning 
upon his mind. Soon he was led to believe 
in Jesus, and to apprehend his interest in 
the merit of His death, and shortly after 
said, — " O what sins. I had, bundles of sins, 
loads of sins, waggon-loads of sins ! but 
they are all gone ; Jesus has taken them all 
away." 

If you feel the burden of sin pressing 
upon your conscience — ^if you long for its 
removal, if you are sorry for it, and feel 
that, unless it be pardoned, it will shut you 
out of heaven for ever, do not perplex your 
mind with the thought that your repentance 
is not deep enough. It is enough that you 
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feel that you have sinned against God, and 
that you are truly sorry for it. Do not wait 
to break off this evil and the other evil, to 
reform your life and to make yourself fit for 
salvation, that would be to bring money 
and price for what you receive ; but come 
to Jesus just as you are, with all your sins. 
He can save you ; He died to save you ; He 
offers to save you ; He is waiting and willing 
to save you. Believe, and take Him as your 
Saviour. 

" O believe the record trucj 

God for you His Son hath gjYcn \ 
Ye may now be happy too, 

Live on earth the life of heaven.** 

Believe that God sent Him to be the Saviour 
— ^that He is the only Saviour, that He died 
to save you, and that He is willing to save 
you. Do this now without delay. Now, 
now is the time when pardon may be found 
through the atoning Saviour ; now, now is 
the time when the Holy Spirit may be re-' 
ceived in answer to prayer. What more 
shall I say ? What argument shall I use to 
urge you to seek for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit ? Hear what Jesus says, " Ify^, then 
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l8 THE UNCONVERTED 

being evil^ know how to give good gifts unto 
your children : how much more shall your 
Father who is in heaven give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask Him^ Luke xi. 13. Hear 
what is said of faith, ^'Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shall he saved J* Acts 
xvi. 31. Then you are told that the present 
is the most proper time to attend to the 
matter of salvation : " Behold now is the ac- 
cepted time ; behold now is the day of salvar 
lion,** 2 Cor. vi. 2. 

Portions of Scripture suitable to' be 

READ. 

(Psalm xxxix., Isaiah xxxviii.) 
A Prayer, in Scripture language : — 
" O Lord, I am oppressed ; undertake for 
me." Isaiah xxxviii. 14. " When Thou with 
rebukes dost chasten man, Thou makest 
his beauty to consume away like a moth." 
Psalm xxxix. 11. *' Lord, make me to know 
mine end, and the measure of my days, 
that I may know how frail I am." Psalm 
xxxix. 4. "O Lord, in wrath remember 
mercy." Hab. iii. 2. " Thou art just in all 
that Thou hast brought upon me ; for Thou 
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hast done right, but I have done wickedly." 
Neh. ix. 38. **I know, O Lord, that Thy 
judgments are right, and that Thou in faith- 
fulness hast afflicted me." Psalm cxix. 75. 
" I will bear the indignation of the Lord, 
because I have sinned against Him." Micah 
vii. 9. "And now, O Lord, what wait I 
for ? my hope is in Thee. Deliver me from 
all my transgressions." Psalm xxxix. 7, 8. 
" Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 
in thy sight, and am not worthy to be called 
thy son." Luke xv. 21. " Create in me a 
clean heart, O God ; and renew a right spirit 
within me." Psalm li. 10. " O, Lord, have 
mercy upon me ; Lord, be Thou my helper." 
Psalm XXX. 10. " O save me for Thy name's 
sake." Psalm vi. 4. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

<< Time is earnest^ passing by. 
Death is earnest, dnvnng nigh j 
Sinner, wilt thou trifling be? 
Time and death appeal to thee. 

Life it earnest, when *tis o*er 
Thou retumest never more, 
Soon to meet eternity ; 
Wilt thou never serious be ? 
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Ood is earnest, kned and pray, 
Ere thy season pass away j 
Ere He set His judgment throne, 
Ere the day of grace be gone. 

Christ is earnest^ bids thee come^ 
P^d thy spirit*s priceless sum ; 
Wilt thou spurn thy Saviour's love^ 
Pleading with thee fh>m above ? 

O be earnest, do not stay. 
Thou mayest perish e*en to-day; 
Rise, thou lost one, rise and flee, 
Lo, thy Savour waits for thee !** 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE ANXIOUSLY CONCERNED FOR SALVA- 
TION. 

" I cast myself down^ I know not how, under 
a certain fig-tree, giving full vent to my tears ; 
and the floods of mine eyes gushed out an ac- 
ceptable sacrifice to Thee. And not, indeed, in 
these words, yet to this purport spake I much to 
Thee: And Thou, O Lord, how long? — how 
long, Lord, wilt Thou be angry for ever ? Re- 
member not former iniquities. How long? 
how long ? To-morrow, and to-morrow. Why 
not now ? " Augustine. 

It has pleased your heavenly Father to 
afflict you, to take you away from the 
active duties of life, and to confine you to 
your home. He has placed His hand upon 
your shoulder, whispered in your ear, and 
said, ** Come ye apart, and rest awhile^ Mark 
vi. 31. Since you have been in this state 
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many thoughts have passed through your 
mind, thoughts such as you have never had 
before — thoughts which trouble you. You 
think, " I am ill, perhaps God is about to 
call me to die ; and should this be the case> 
what will become of my precious soul? 
Whither shall I 'go?" The law of God 
puts forth its claims, you have seen how 
holy, just, and good it is ; how often you 
have broken it and acted contrary to its 
spirit and meaning ; that you are guilty, un- 
worthy of God's notice, and deserve to 
perish. You believe that there is such a 
place as heaven, and that you are not fit for 
it ; that there is such a place as hell, that it 
would be just if you were to be cast into it. 
Have you not thought of a mother's instruc- 
tion, of a father's prayers, of much that you 
have heard from the lips of faithful minis- 
ters? The judgment-day has presented 
itself to your view ; you have thought of the 
majesty of the Judge, the great white throne, 
the assembling of all nations, the opening 
of the books, the examination of every 
man's character, the separation of the two 
great classes of mankind, and the sentence 
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pronounced upon the righteous and the 
wicked. That solemn statement, ** The un- 
godly shall not stand in the judgment ^ nor 
sinners in the congregation of the righteous^* 
(Psalm i. v.), has filled you with fear and 
dread. 

A mysterious power has been working 
within you ; an unseen hand has been pre- 
senting the long accoimt of your sins before 
you ; an inward voice has been calling you 
to consider your ways. The spirit of con- 
viction has taken hold of you, and put 
conscience, which is God's candle, into your 
hand, and led you, with your eyes open, 
through the dark chambers of your heart, 
to see the coimtless brood of evils that lie 
in every comer, blend with your thoughts, 
and taint the actions of everyday life. You 
feel that you have sinned, and that you are 
a great sinner. You fear that you are lost ; 
you know not what to do. Your heart 
seems as hard as a stone. You try to 
pray, but feel no power : you know not what 
to pray for. You read the Bible, but it 
gives you no consolation. Your sins, like 
a burden, press you down, and fill you with 
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painful thoughts by day, and trouble you 
with dreams by night. You weep and cry 
aloud. The language of your heart is, 
" Mine iniquities are gone (wer mine head : as an 
heavy burden they are too heavy for me^ 
Psalm xxxviii. 4. "/ am weary with my 
groaning; all the night make I my bed to 
swim; I water my couch with my tearsP 
Psalm vi. 6. The greatest aggravation of 
your sins is that they have been committed 
against Gk)d, who has always been good to 
you, and is so even in this affliction. " He 
doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children 
ofmen^ Lam. iii. 33. '^ This is all the fruit 
to take away his sinP Isaiah xxvii. 9. When 
you look within, you see an evil heart of un- 
belief, ever departing from Grod. When 
you look back, you see the broken law and 
a life misspent. .When you look forward, 
you see death and the judgment-day, and 
you wonder how you shall meet them. When 
you look above, you see that God is dis- 
pleased. When you look beneath, you see 
nothing ** But a certain fearful looking for 
of judgment and fiery indignation^ which shall 
devour the adversaries^^ Heb. x. 27. All 
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these things make you feel very unhappy. 
You may strive to shake off the distress you 
now have; but it is good and necessary. 
God's order is first to wound, then to heal ; 
first to break, and then to bind up. Without 
conviction of sin you must have remained 
outside of the kingdom of God ; you could 
not have known the Gospel to be the power 
of God to the salvation of Him that be- 
lieveth. Christ could not have been made 
unto you wisdom, sanctification, righteous- 
ness, and redemption. If you were not 
made sensible of the bondage and slavery 
of sin, of the moral disease that is corrupt- 
ing your nature, of your helpless condition, 
you would not apply to Christ the Healer 
and Restorer of man. 

Since affliction has been the means of 
arousing you to religious thought, leading 
you to repent of sin, and to desire salva- 
tion, there is a way by which you may be 
saved. It is a blessed truth that Christ died 
for sinners. This truth lies at the founda- 
tion of a sinner's hope : " The blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son cleaseth us from allsiny i John 
i. 7. This is the fountain opened for the 
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cleansing of those who, by nature, are the 
children of wrath, and under the curse of 
the broken law. " Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for usy Gal. iii. 13. If by the Spirit you 
have been led to see your d£inger, to desire 
an interest in the death of Jesus, to draw 
near to the throne of grace, and to seek for 
mercy, how encouraging are these words : 
" God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only-begotten Son, thai whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
lifer John iii. 16. ^^ Come, for all things 
are now ready. ^* Luke xiv. 17. *^ Him that 
Cometh to Me Twill in no wise cast out,* John 
vi. 37. When you believe in Jesus, and 
your sins are pardoned, that will lead you 
on to holiness, and secure your present and 
eternal happiness. Then, if you are restored 
to health, and permitted to go out into the * 
world again, you will go forth a new creature 
in Christ Jesus, happy in the enjoyment of His 
love. But should you die in this affliction, 
then you will go to be with Jesus, which is far 
better. " There the wicked cease from troubling, 
and there the weary be at restJ^ Job iii. 17. 
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Mercy is offered to you; Jesus is inviting 
you to come to Him. His arms of mercy 
are open to receive you. He is waiting to 
save you. If you believe in Him, it is as 
certain as that you read these lines that He 
will save you. 

During a night of fearful storm there was 
a wreck on the coast of Sydney. In the 
morning the people came to view the awful 
scene. Among the dead bodies which the 
waves were dashing against the rocks, the 
lifeless form of a mother was seen, with her 
infant clasped in her arms. In her love and 
eagerness she had grasped her child to save 
it, but could not ; the elements overpowered 
her, and the mother and child perished 
together. It is not so with Jesus. He 
can take you in the strong arms of His 
love, and bear you along over the water- 
floods of sin and condemnation, and all 
the powers of earth and hell shall not be 
able either to overpower Him or destroy 
you. ** Wherefore He is able to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by Him, 
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for 
them'' Heb. vii. 25. 
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As I was sitting in my garden one evening, 
my eye lighted on a caterpillar suspended 
in the air. I rose from my seat and ap- 
proached it. In the light of the setting 
sun it appeared semi-transparent, and was 
violently agitated, swaying backwards and 
forwards in the summer's breeze. As I 
watched it, I perceived that it was slowly 
ascending on a slender web, almost imper- 
ceptible. It laboured hard, and by degrees 
it rose till it reached the branch of the 
tree on which it hung, where it rested on 
the trembling pavement of a leaf. Here is 
a lesson for man. Christ is the cord of 
salvation on which the believer ascends by 
slow and sure degrees till he reaches heaven, 
and walks the golden streets of the New 
Jerusalem. This cord is sure ; it has never 
given way, nor let one soul fall that trusted in 
it. Come, then, to Jesus, trust in flim, let 
Him be your hope and salvation. " Come unto 
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest^ Matt. xi. 28. ** Come^ 
for all things are novo ready ^^ Lukexiv. 17. 

Do you ask. How am I to become ac- 
quainted with this great salvation } How 
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can I know that Jesus saves me? Hear 
what God says, " Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved^ Acts xvi. 3 1 . 
" He that believeth shall he saved'* Mark xvi. 
1 6. ** As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness^ even so must the Son of Man he 
lifted up, that whosoever helieveth in Him should 
not perish, hut have everlasting life** John 
iii. 14, 15. Here you see that faith is the 
instrument of salvation, as it is said to be 
in all other portions of Scripture, where the 
subject is referred to. 

All that is required of you, is to believe 
in Jesus, to believe what God has said of 
Him in His Word. 

How beautifully expressive are the follow- 
ing lines : — 

^ But there*t a voice of soyereign gnce^ 
Sounds from the sacred wotd ; 

ye despairing sinners, come, 
And trust upon the Lord ! 

My soul obeys the Almighty call, 
And rans to this relief ; 

1 would beliere Thy promise, Lord, 

O help my unbelief! 



d by Google 



$0 THE ANXIOUSLY CONCBRNED 

To the dor fbuntain of Thy blood. 

Incarnate God, I fly ; 
Here let me wash my guilty soul 

From crimes of deepest dye. 
A guilty, weak, and helpless worm, 

On Thy kind arms I fall $ 
Be Thou my strength and righteousness, 

My Jesus and my alL*^ 

You desire to know what faith is, and 
how you are to obtain it. Take the follow- 
ing as an illustration : — 

A mariner, who many years ago served in 
the American army, being ill-treated by his 
captain, with several others, resolved to run 
away. He did so, and went to Boston, 
where he concealed himself for two years ; 
during which time a reward of two hundred 
dollars a head was offered for the apprehen- 
sion of deserters. He, however, escaped. 
In the year 1812 the war broke out with 
England ; men were wanted for the navy. 
The government issued proposals, and pub- 
licly proclaimed that if those who had de- 
serted would return, they would be received 
and pardoned, and that nothing should ever 
be said of their past conduct. This man 
says, " I saw these proposals, and believ- 
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ing them to be made in good faith, I went 
down to the navy office, confessed that I 
had left the navy, and offered to re-enlist; 
I was at once received, and nothing was 
said to me of my misbehaviour." 

In like manner you have forsaken God, 
and deserted His service ; justice is upon 
your track. A price has been set upon your 
soul ; but forgiveness is offered if you will 
return and throw yourself upon the mercy 
of God, and enter His service, He will for- 
give you for the sake of Jesus, and nothing 
will ever be said of your past transgressions. 
Accept these proposals, go and volimtarily 
confess your sins, give your heart to God, 
and take Jesus as your Saviour. Then you 
will be able to say, " Thou hast cast all my 
sins behind Thy hack^^ Isaiah xxxviii. 17. 

Faith in Jesus is the only way to heaven. 
A person who had struggled hard, and had 
just believed in Jesus, said, " I have never 
been so happy before ; all is light now ; I 
see my way clearly ; I am not burdened 
and troubled as I was." She then asked 
one who was near, " Do you not think that 
the reason why we do not get out of dark- 
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ness sooner is because we do not believe ? " 
This is precisely the case, for as soon as we 
believe, tCe darkness vanisheth, and the 
true light shineth. An afflicted child of 
grace was dying, and she was asked by a 
servant of God, " Are you ready to die ? " 
She lifted her eyes, fixed them upon him 
with a firm and steady gaze, and speaking 
with great difficulty said, '* Sir, Grod knows 
I have taken Him at His word, and I am 
not afraid to die." This is beautiful, simple, 
and true faith ; taking God at His word. Go 
and do likewise, and you shall be saved ! 

You say, " I fear that my repentance is 
not deep enough, that I do not see the evil 
of sin as I should ; that I am so unworthy, 
and that I should presume on the mercy of 
God if I should attempt to believe in Him. 
And beside all this, I feel it so hard to 
believe that Jesus died for me, and that He 
saves me." If you feel yourself a sinner, 
and see sin to be an evil committed against 
God ; if you are sorry for it, and desire to 
be delivered therefrom ; you need not 
trouble because you are not plunged in 
such a depth of sorrow, because you have 
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not a distressing sight of the evil of sin, 
and because of your great unworthiness. 
You need not fear lest you presume on the 
mercy of God ; you need not perplex your- 
self about the difficulty of faith. All that 
you have to do is to take your burden of sin 
to God, believe what He says, and receive 
Jesus as your Saviour. A clearer view of 
the enormity of sin, and a keener sense of 
its evil will follow in your experience. It is 
the person who feels himself unworthy that 
Jesus delights to save. It can never be 
presumption to do what God requires you 
to do, and He asks you to believe in Jesus. 
As to the diflSculty of faith, that will vanish 
when you use the grace you already have, 
for ** He giveth more graced* Jam^s iv. 6. Be 
anxious, be resolved to believe, and leave 
everything else to God. 

Portions of Scripture suitable to be 

READ. • 

(Psalm Ixxvii. Luke vii.) 
A Prayer, in Scripture language : — 
"O Lord, in wrath remember mercy." 
Hab. iii. 2. " Enter not into judgment with 
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Thy servant, for in Thy sight shall no man 
living be justified." Psalm cxliii. 2. " So 
teach me to number my days, that I may 
apply my heart unto wisdom." Psalm xc. 
12. "I will bear the indignation of the 
Lord, because I have sinned against Him." 
Micah vii. 9. " It is good for me that I 
have been afflicted, that I might learn Thy 
statutes." Psalm cxix. 71. " O Lord God, 
I have sinned against Thee. I have done 
wickedly." Dan. ix. 15. "Mine iniquities 
are gone over mine head, as a burden they 
are too heavy for me." Psalm xxxviii. 4. 
" They that know Thy name will put their 
trust in Thee ; for Thou, Lord, hast not for- 
saken them that seek Thee." Psalm ix. 10. 
"O my God, incline Thine ear unto me, 
and hear me." Dan. ix. 18. " O Lord, hear ; 
O Lord, forgive ; O Lord, hearken and do ; 
defer not, for Thine own sake." Dan. ix. 19. 
" God be merciful to me a sinner." Luke 
xviii? 13. " Lord, pardon mine iniquity, for 
it is great." Psalm xxv. 11. This I ask 
through Jesus Christ Thy Son. Amen. 
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« Not all the blood of beasts, 

On Jewish altars slain, 
Could give the guilty conscience peace, 

Or wash away the stain. 
But Christy the heavenly Lamb, 

Takes all our sins away ; 
A sacrifice of nobler name, 

And richer blood than they. 

My laith would lay her hand 

On that dear head of Thine j 
While like a penitent I stand, 

And there confess my sin. 

My soul looks back to see, 

The burden Thou didst bear 5 
When hanging on the cursed tree, 

And trusts her guilt was there. 

Belie^ng we rejoice, • 

To see the curse remove ; 
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice, 

And nng His bleeding love.*' 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE AFFLICTED BELIEVER IN JESUS. 

** Why should I murmur^ weakness, peril, 
and pain are hut the ministering angels, whose 
office it is to conduct me to glory. ^* 

Henry Martin. 

Child of God, I address you as a friend ; 
and my object is to give you comfort in the 
time of your affliction. You are under a 
dark cloud ; passing through deep waters. 
The state you are in is the condition of a 
very large portion o*f the human family. In 
this there is no exception of class or station ; 
here the righteous and the wicked, the rich 
and the poor, meet together. This is the 
work of God : " Affliction cometh not forth of 
the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the 
ground^ Job v. 6. It is the pruning of the 
vine to make it more fruitful: ^^ Every^ 
branch that heareth fruit, he purgeth it that it 
may bring forth more fruity John xv. 2. The 
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holiest among men are apt to become proud 
and self-confident ; this God sees, and, 
therefore, He chastens them as a father 
doth his children. In this way He dealt 
with Job, Jacob, Joseph, David, Daniel, the 
three Hebrews and the ancient worthies — 
" Who had trials of cruel mockings and scourg- 
ingSyyea, moreover, of bonds and imprisonment : 
They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, 
were tempted, were slain 'with the sword: they 
wandered ahout in sheepskins, and goatskins ; 
being destitute, afflicted, tormented** Heb. xi. 
36, 37. "1^ Jiave forgotten the exhortation 
which speaketh unto you as unto children, My 
son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, 
nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him : for 
whom the Lord loveth Hcchasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom He receivethJ* Heb. 
xii. 5, 6. 

Your affliction may be heavy, painful, and 
trying to your patience ; but in this you are 
not alone, Jesus hath also suflfered. As the 
Captain of our salvation. He was made per- 
fect through suifering, and now sympathises 
with His afflicted people: **/« all their 
affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of His 

c 
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presence saved them : in His love and in His 
pity He redeemed them ; and He hare them, and 
carried them all the days of old** Isaiah 
Ixiii. 9. The Lord is the same to His 
people now. When a consumptive sweat 
bursts through every pore of the body, think 
of Him who sweat, as it were, great drops 
of blood falling to the ground. When a 
burning fever exhausts your strength, think 
of Him whose strength was dried up like a 
potsherd. When your heart and your flesh 
fail, think of Him who was crucified through 
weakness, but now lives by the power of 
God. When you are chastened in the multi- 
tude of your bones, think of Him whose 
bones were out of joint. O with what con- 
fidence may yoa not go to Him who knows, 
by experience, your every pang of sorrow ! 
As a man who travels over a trackless land, 
abounding with wood and made soft by 
showers, breaks off some twigs as he goes 
along, and leaves his footsteps behind, that 
others who come after him may know they 
are not out of the way ; so we, in passing 
through the thick wood of affliction, and 
over the soft ground of sorrow, find here 
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and there a spray broken off and a footprint 
on the ground to remind us that Jesus has 
been there before us, hallowed the path, 
and left a lingering fragrance and strength 
behind, in the remembrance that in all 
points He was tempted as we are ; bearing 
grief with us, for us, and like us. As His 
sufferings are now ended, so the day will 
come when ours will be ended too. It often 
happens that the sufferings that are long are 
comparatively light, and that those that are 
heavy are of short duration. 

** The rougher our way, the shorter our stay, 
The tempests that rise, 
Shall gloriously hurry our souls to the skies. 

The fiercer the blast, the sooner *tis past; 

The troubles that come, 
Shall come to our rescue and hasten us home.** 

Jewels are costly things ; a great price is 
given for them, and great labour is bestowed 
upon them before they are fit to set in the 
monarch's crown. As they lie on the table 
of the lapidary, coated over with sand and 
unfashioned, they are dull, and to an inex- 
perienced eye, valueless. How much care 
is needed ; how many cuts of the chisel must 

c 2 
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there be ; how many hands must they pass 
through, to cleanse, polish, and make them 
fit to set among others — to shine in bril- 
liancy and splendour. All this process goes 
on under the direction of the master. Thus 
God is dealing with you. You are under- 
going the operation of cleansing, polishing, 
and fitting for heaven, to shine in gloiy 
among the millions of the redeemed. Af- 
flictions are God's hammer and chisel, 
which He employs in this work. May you 
have grace to endure the process of cleans- 
ing and chipping I 

Job asks, " Ami a sea or a whale, that Thou 
seitest a watch over me ? " Job vii. 12. " Can 
I bear all trouble, as the sea receives all 
waters ; and the whale endures all storms ? " 
But we are apt to forget that the best among 
men have much of the restlessness of the 
sea that needs bounding, and much of the 
fury of the whale that needs watching. God 
uses affliction in the case of His people as 
a special blessing : " Behold, I will melt them, 
and try them ; for honv shall I do for the 
daughter of My people ? " Jer. ix. 7. " Behold, 
I have refined thee, hut not with silver ; I have 
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chosen thee in the furnace ofaffliction^ Isaiah 
xlviii. 10. ** He shall purify the sons of Levi, 
and purge them as silver, that they may offer 
unto the Lord an offering in righteousness^^ 
Mai. iii* 3. The refiner, in refining the 
silver, sits with his eye steadily fixed on the 
furnace, that the silver may not remain too 
long lest it be injured ; and as soon as he 
sees his own image in the metal he knows 
that the process is complete. When God 
sends affliction. He does not deal with His 
people in rigour of justice as He might 
do. If He did, since we have more dross 
than silver, more sin than holiness, we 
should be* consumed in the fierceness of 
the fire. But He carefully watches the pro- 
cess of the trial, that it may not remain too 
long, and when He can see His own image 
in them, the end is answered. Trials and 
afflictions form part of the history of every 
child of grace. The saints in all ages have 
found the benefit of sanctified affliction, 
and have even thanked God for them. 
Circumstances, which by others have been 
regarded as evils, have so humbled and 
chastened their spirits, and brought them 
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to the feet of God, that they have looked 
upon them as blessings. "It is an easy thing 
to thank God for manifest blessings, but it 
is not so easy to praise Him for griefs and 
sorrows. But unhesitating confidence in His 
wisdom and love as a Father will sustain the 
mind, and enable you to triumph even in 
darkness and sorrow, and to say, " Though He 
slay me^ yet will I trust in Him J* Job xiii. 1 5 . 
The trials which God sends now are ne- 
cessary; and though for the present they 
are not joyous, but grievous, yet they will 
yield the peaceable fruits of righteousness 
to them who are exercised therewith ; and 
what we know not now, we shall know here- 
after. Let this thought, therefore, comfort 
you, that your affliction shall not last one 
moment longer than it is needful for your 
profit. As soon as the end is accomplished, 
the rod will be tciken off, the chastening 
removed, and the furnace quenched. " If 
need heP i Peter i. 6. Oh, what a pillow 
is this on which to rest the aching head ! 
There is not one drop in the bitter cup, but 
what the God of love sees to be absolutely 
needful. Will you not trust Him, even 
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though you cannot see the mystery of His 
dealings with you ? Be not too anxious in 
asking " Why is it that I am thus afflicted ? " 
But rest assured that, as it is the will of 
God, it must be well; and patiently seek 
that the end may be fully answered in you. 

The pain of your present affliction may 
be aggravated by doubts as to whether you 
are a child of God ; whether you shall be 
saved, and whether you shall come safely 
to the heavenly home. But why should 
you doubt ? There have been given you 
many exceeding great and precious pro- 
mises. ^^ He that belteveth shall be saved.** 
Mark xvi. 16. "Ze?, lam with you always 
Matt, xxviii. 20. ** He that overcometh shall 
inherit all things ; and I will he his God, and 
he shall be My son** Rev. xxi. 7. ** God is 
not a man, that He should lie ; nor the son of 
man, that He should repent ; hath He said, 
and shall He not do it ? or hath He spoken, and 
shall He not make it good? Num. xxiii. 19. 
Believe the promises. Hold on to them 
firmly to the end, and you shall be saved. 

It may be that you think this affliction is 
unto death; and you are troubled about 
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those whom you are leaving behind, whose 
salvation you have sought, but who are not 
yet saved. God may not think fit to allow 
you to see the fruit of your labour in this 
world, but it may appear in days to come. 
As the com that is sown in the earth in- 
creases a hundred-fold, and is sown again 
and again from one season to another ; so 
the words yoa have spoken may be handed 
down from generation to generation : and 
in the end it will be found that each one 
has done its work, and secured its own 
measure of success. 

Be humble. " Humble yourselves under the 
mighty hand of Godr i Peter v. 6. " He 
that humhleth himself shall he exalted^* Luke 
xiv. II. ^^ We have had fathers of our flesh 
which corrected us, and we gave them reverence : 
shall we not much rather he in subjection to the 
Father of spirits y and live V^ Heb. xii. 9. Dr. 
Minster, when very ill, was visited by a friend 
who condoled with him on his heavy afflic- 
tion, said, " O, my dear friend, these ulcers 
are God's gems and jewels wherewith He 
adorns His friends to draw them to Himself ; 
which ornaments let us esteem more than 
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all the gold and silver of the world/' 
When his body began to swell with the 
dropsy, he said, ** Oh I blessed be God, my 
deliverance is at hand." Soon after he fell 
asleep in Jesus. 

Be patient. " // is the Lord : kt Him do 
what seemeth Him good^^ i Sam. iii. 18. 
" The will of the Lord be done^ Acts xxi. 14. 
** My brethren, count it all Joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations,^* James i. 2. ** Tribulation 
worketh patience; and patience, experience ; and 
experience, hope** Rom. v. 3, 4. **/« your 
patience possess ye your souls** Luke xxi. 19. 
*^ Let patience have its perfect work that ye may be 
entire,wanting nothing** James i. 4. It is Jesus 
who afflicts you; and all He does is in wisdom 
and love. Think of what He has done for 
you. Behold Him on the cross securing 
unsearchable riches for you. See the in- 
describable glory of the kingdom He is pre- 
paring for you, and then ask, ** Shall we re- 
ceive good at the hand of God, and shall we not 
receive evil?** (Job. ii. 10) when that evil 
properly endured will lead to an eternal 
weight of glory ! The famous Oriental 
philosopher, Lokman, when a slave, being 
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presented by his master with a bitter melon, 
immediately ate it all. His master said, 
"How was it possible for you to eat so 
nauseous a fruit?" Lokman replied, "I 
have received so many favours from you, 
it is no wonder I should, for once, eat a 
bitter melon from your hand." This 
generous answer of the slave so forcibly 
struck the master, that he immediately gave 
him his liberty. With such sentiments as 
these should we receive our portion of suf- 
fering from God. 

" Whate'cr thy lot, whate'cr thou be, 
Conftss thy folly—- kiss the rod j 
And in thy chastening sorrows see 
The hand of God» 

A bnisied reed He will not break, 
Afflictions all His children fed. 
He wounds them for His mercy's sake. 
He wounds to heal. 

Humbled beneath His mighty hand, 

Prostrate, His providence adore, 
*Tis done ! arise ! He bids thee stand. 
To fall no more." 

Seek to God for *help in your present 
-affliction. " Call upon Me in the day of 
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trouble : I will deliver thee, and thou shall 
glorify Me** Psalm 1. 15. History informs 
us that Queen Elizabeth gave a ring to the 
Earl of Essex, with this promise, that if, 
when in trouble, he would send it to her, she 
would remember and deliver him. The 
time came when he was in trouble ; he sent 
the ring to the Queen, but it miscarried, 
and deliverance never came. Prayer is the 
ring which God has put into your hand, with 
the promise that if, when you^are in trouble, 
you will send it to Him, He will deliver 
you. When you send it, it will never mis- 
carry ; it will be sure to reach Him, and de- 
liverance will come. Deep may call unto 
deep; the waves and billows of the 
Almighty may go over you, but even then 
He can make Himself the most known to 
you, and tiring all the graces of the Chris- 
tian character out most conspicuously to 
view. As men in deep pits and wells can 
see the stars in the day time ; so, when you 
are in the greatest depths of sorrow, you 
may see by faith most of the goodness of 
God. As spices smell sweetest when most 
beaten ; and frankincense is the most odori- 
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ferous when cast into the fire ; so the Spirit 
can draw out your heart, the most in prayer 
and praise to God, when affliction is upon 
you. 

** Afflicdon is the good man^s shining scene, 
Prosperity conceals his brightest ray, 
As night to stars, woe lustre gives to men.** 

** Aromatic plants bestow 

No spicy fragrance while they grow 5 
But crushed, or trodden to the ground, 
Diffuse their balmy sweets around," 

Let the loye of God rule your heart. 
That will fill it with delight and joy in 
all you do and suffer for Him. You will 
then ask, " How can I glorify Him whom I 
love ? There is no fatigue too heavy to be 
borne ; no affliction too great to be endured 
for my Lord and King." " Wha/ shall I 
render unto the Lord for all His benefits 
towards me?*' Psalm cxvi. 12. Though I 
cannot serve Him as once I could, and as 
others do ; yet I will serve Him by a patient 
submission to His will. 

** Submissively, my God, 
I all to Thee reagn ; 
And bow before Thy chastening rod, 
^or will I, Lord, repine. 
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Why should my heart complain? 

When imlom tnith and love ; 
Direct the stroke, inflict the pain. 

And point to joys above. 

How short my sufierings here, 

How needful every cross $ 
Away with doubt, distress, and fear. 

Nor call my gain my loss." 

May you have abundant consolation in 
the thought that Jesus your glorious Head 
is in heaven pleading your cause. 

In this affliction God is speaking to you ; 
listen to what He says, and seek to learn 
the lessons He intends to teach you. It 
was said of some of old, " Thou hast 
striken ihem, but they have not grieved ; Thou 
hast consumed them, but they refused to receive 
instruction** Jer. v. 3. May this never be 
said of you. Be anxious to know what sins 
still remain in your heart unhumbled and 
unsubdued. It is now, while you are shut 
up as the prisoner of the Lord ; while your 
mind is less occupied, and you have not 
so much to do, that you may turn your 
thoughts within, and see what evils remain 
there, which in health have escaped your 
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notice, and ask for grace to put them away. 
Strive to cultivate all Christian graces. It 
is in circumstances like yours that God tries 
the faith of His people. " The trial of your 
faith^ being much more precious . than that of 
gold that perishethy though it he tried with fire ^ 
might be found unto praise^ and honour, and 
gloty at the appearing of fesus Christ^ i 
Peter i. 7, He tried the faith of Abraham, 
the patience of Job, the meekness of Moses, 
and the sincerity of Hezekiah. An old divine, 
who had been greatly afflicted, said, "My late 
affliction has proved the health of my soul ; 
and I can truly say that I have learned more 
of true religion during that affliction than 
during the whole course of my life before." 
One great end of all God's chastening is 
that we may be partakers of His holiness. 
All is done in mercy and love. Eliphaz 
said, ** Beholdy happy is the man whom God 
correcteth: therefore despise not thou the chasten- 
ing of the Almighty.^* Job v. 17. Behold 
this strange sight, this great paradox, which 
the world cannot understand; an afflicted 
man, a happy man. Sense says. It cannot 
be; Reason says, It cannot be; but Faith 
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says, It can be, it will be, it is; for 
God can draw life out of death, happi- 
ness out of misery, and an assurance of de- 
liverance out of deepest woe. The world 
may deem your condition a miserable one, 
but it is blessed by God. " Blessed is the man 
whom thou chastenest^ OLord, and teachest him 
out of thy law J* Psalm xciv. 12. Fret 
not, faint not, be not impatient imder the 
stripes of a Father's rod ; He can sustain 
you under them, and when He sees fit 
withdraw His hand. Think not lightly of 
the tokens of His love. Be not as one of 
whom Luther wrote, who, when he was urged 
to take his pains as tokens of God's love, 
replied, " If this be His love, I would thank 
Him to love others, and not me." " My 
son, despise not the chastening of the Lord ; 
neither he weary of His correction : for whom the 
Lord loveth He correct eth ; even as a father the 
son in whom he delightethr Prov. iii. 11, 12. 
He bruises and makes whole. He wounds, 
probes, lays open the wound, and then binds 
it up to heal. He has a medicine and a 
cordial for all afflictions. He is both a 
Father and a Physician. He never uses the 
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rod or the lance unless they are needful ; 
and when He uses them it is always in 
mercy. We are judged of the Lord that 
we may not be condemned with the wicked, 
and we would not that He should leave us 
to perish in our iniquities. 

Seek to draw comfort from the promises. 
God has given many exceeding great and 
precious promises, all of which are yea and 
amen in Christ Jesus. He has given 
promises of pardon and rest. "7 will be 
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins 
and their iniquities will I remember no more!^ 
Heb. viii. 12. ^' Him that cometh to Me, 
I will in no wise cast outP John vi. 37. "7 
will give you rest^ Matt. xi. 28. He has 
promised temporal good. " His bread shall 
be given ; and his waters shall be sureT Isaiah 
xxxiii. 16. He has given the assurance of 
support in trouble. " 7 will not fail thee, 
nor forsake theeP Josh. i. 5. " Lo,I am with 
you alwayT Matt, xxviii. 20. " Fear not ; 
for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am 
thy God : I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will 
help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of My righteousness ^ Isaiah xli. 10. 
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He hath made sure the gift of eternal life. 
" Rejoice^ and he exceeding glad : for great ts 
your reward in heaven*^ Matt. v. 12. ** Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thu 
the crown of life. ^* Rev. ii. 10. ** To him 
that overcometh will I grant to sit down with 
Me on My throne, even as I also overcame, and 
am set down with My Father on His throned 
Rev. iii. 2 1 . With such promises as these 
you need not be afraid to pass through all 
sufferings, yea, even the valley of the shadow 
of death. The Lord God will hold you by 
your right hand, and give you strength and 
courage. You may feel that you are weak 
and unworthy ; but He will lead you through 
all. In the infinite love, wisdom, and faith- 
fulness of God, you have an unfailing spring 
of hope and peace. Dr. Watts, when near 
death, said, " I remember an aged minister 
saying that the most learned Christians 
when they come to die, have only the same 
promises for their support as the unlearned, 
and so I find it. It is the plain promises of 
the Gospel that are my support; and I 
bless God they are plain promises, which do 
not require much labour to understand, for 
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I can do nothing now but look into my 
Bible for some promise to support me." 

Remember that God is able to sustain 
you in your present trial, and to keep you 
from sinning against Him by impatient 
complaints ; that He is ever with you, and 
will be your strong refuge and sure defence. 
The tree in the valley is blown and shaken 
by the storm as it sweeps along. Now it 
sways to the right, now to the left ; you 
think it must fall. No ; it recovers, and 
stands upright. When the storm has 
passed, the tree remains flourishing in its 
pride and beauty. At present the storm of 
affliction is blowing on you ; you bend be- 
neath its power : but God sustains you ; and 
when the storm shall have subsided, you 
shall remain steadfast and immovable, to 
show that the Lord is upright, and that 
there is no unrighteousness in Him. The 
sea is rough and strong, the wild waves are 
foaming and roaring, boats and ships are 
driven and tossed by their fury; but the 
ponderous iceberg, sparkling and glittering 
in the sunlight, moves on calmly. The 
Storm shakes it not; the waves dash and 
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break upon it, as upon a solid rock ; it floats 
along in majestic grandeur, bidding de- 
fiance to all. Why is this ? Because its 
greater bulk is in the water hidden from 
view. So shall it be with you, when the 
storm rages ; you shall sit calm and serene, 
reflecting the sunlight of heaven, while the 
waves of sorrow break at your feet, because 
your better portion is out of sight ; your 
life is hidden with Christ in God. May you 
have much consolation in the assurance that 
" He was wounded for our transgressions ^ H^ 
was bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement 
of our peace was upon Him ; and with his stripes 
we are healed r Isaiah Iv. 5. ^^ No affliction 
for the present seemeih to be joyous, but grievous: 
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness unto them which are exer- 
cised thereby, ^^ Heb. xii. 11. 
Portions of Scripture suitable to be 

READ — 

(Psalm cxxx., John xiv.) 
A Prayer, in Scripture language : — 
" Hear my prayer, O Lord, give ear to 
my supplications : in Thy faithfulness answer 
me,and inThy righteousness." Psalm cxliii. i . 
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**I Stretch forth my hands unto Thee: 
my soul thirsteth after Thee, as a thirsty 
land ; hear me speedily, O Lord : my spirit 
faileth : hide not Thy face from me, lest I be 
like unto them that go down into the pit." 
Psalm cxliii. 6, 7. "Teach me Thy will, for 
Thou art my God ; Thy spirit is good ; lead me 
into the land of uprightness." Psalm cxliii. 
10. '* Quicken me, O Lord, for Thy name's 
sake : for Thy righteousness' sake bring my 
soul out of trouble." Psalm cxliii. 11. "Hear, 
O Lord, and have mercy upon me : Lord, 
be Thou my helper." Psalm xxx. 10. "Be- 
fore I was afflicted I went astray ; but now 
have I kept Thy word." Psalm cxix. 67. 
" Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for 
Thou art with me ; Thy rod and Thy staff 
they comfort me." Psalm xxiii. 4. " What 
time I am afraid, I will trusj in Thee." Psalm 
Ivi. 3. " This is my comfort in my affliction : 
Thy word hath quickened me." Psalm cxix. 
50. " And now, O Lord, what wait I for ? my 
hope is in Thee. Deliver me from all my 
transgressions : O spare me, that I may re- 
cover strength, before I go hence, and be no 
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more." Psalm xxxix. 7, 8, 13. And of Thy 
mercy give me grace to prepare to meet 
Thee, O my God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

" Where high the heavenly temple stands, 
The house of God not made with hands ; 
A great High Pnest our nature wears, 
The Guardian of mankind appears. 

He, who for men their Surety stood. 
And poured on earth His precious blood, 
Pursues in heaven His mighty plan. 
The Saviour and the Friend of man. 
Though now ascended up on high. 
He bends on earth a brother*8 eye ; 
Partaker of the human name. 
He knows the frailty of our frame* 
Our fellow Sufferer yet retains 
A fellow feeling of our pams; 
And still remembers in the skies. 
His tears. His agonies, and cries. 

In every pang that rends the heart. 
The Man of sorrows had a part j 
He sympathises with our grief. 
And to the sufferer sends relief. 

With boldness, therefore, at the Throne, 
Let us make our sorrows known ; 
And ask the aid of heavenly power. 
To keep us in the evil hour.** 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE BACKSLIDER. 

** When you find holiness decayed y evil done, 
or good omitted^ cast down your eyes^ strike your 
breast, humble your soul, and sigh to Him 
whom you have offended. Sue for pardon as 
for life — heartily y yearningly. Enjoin your- 
self careful amendment ; redouble your holy 
resolutions, and strike hands with God in a 
new covenant.** 

Bishop Hall. 

Presuming that you once knew the way of 
salvation and walked therein, but that you 
have declined therefrom, I now address a 
few words to you. Do you answer to this 
description of character ? Is this your pre- 
sent state ? I beseech you to consider and 
ascertain if this be the case. The matter is 
of the greatest importance to you. There 
are two kinds of backsliding mentioned in 
the Word of God. One is in the state and 
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feeling of the mind. The appearance of re- 
ligion is still maintained, and outward forms 
are observed ; but true piety has declined, 
the spirit of devotion bums low, and the love 
of the world gains the ascendency in the 
aflfections. Concerning such it is said, 
** The backslider in heart shall he filled with 
his own ways'* Prov. xiv. 14. The other is 
outward in the practice of the life. This 
springs from the decline of religion in the 
heart ; for when the fountain is poisoned, 
the poison flows in the streams. The danger 
and difficulty of such a case are thus de- 
scribed : ** If after they have escaped the pol- 
lutions of the world through the knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are 
again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter 
end is worse than the beginning. For it had been 
better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than, after they have known it, to 
turn from the holy commandment delivered 
unto them. But it is happened unto them 
according to the true proverb. The dog is turned 
to his own vomit again; and the sow that 
was washed to her wallowing in the mire** 
2 Peter ii. 20-22. This may refer to a par- 
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tial and defective refonnation ; but we 
believe, and the word of God warrants 
such a conclusion, by the exhibition of 
some of the most painful examples, that a 
man in whose heart there has been a re- 
ligious change, may outwardly decline from 
the practice of righteousness. 

We suppose that you have known some- 
thing more than a partial change ; that you 
know the meaning of what Jesus said to 
Nicodemus, " Ve must be bom againr John 
iii. 7. And of what the Spirit says by Paul, 
" If any man be in Christ, he is a new crea- 
ture : old things are passed away ; behold, all 
things are become new*^ 2 Cor. v. .17. Let me 
urge you to look at the matter in the spirit of 
impartial inquiry. Was there not a time 
when God enlightened your mind and par- 
doned all your sins ? when you received the 
spirit of adoption, and could cry, ** Abba, 
Father?*^ when you could enter into the 
presence chamber of God, and hold sweet 
communion with Him.? when heaven 
seemed to descend to earth ; the Father 
smiled, and Jesus whispered peace ? when 
your heart burned with love to God, and 
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you could say, ** Lord^ Thou knowesi all 
things ; Thou knowest that I love Thee^ John 
xxi. 17. " Whom have I in heaven hut Thee ? 
and there is none upon earth that I desire be- 
side Thee^ Psalm Ixxiii. 25. Then, as you 
read the words of Jesus, " A new contmand- 
ment I give unto you. That ye love one another. 
By this shall all men know that ye are My dis- 
ciples, if ye have love one to another ^^ (John 
xiii. 34, 35), you could say, " We know that 
we have passed from death unto life, because we 
love the brethren.** i John iii. 1 4. Then you felt it 
your greatest pleasure to read the Scriptures, 
to pray, to attend the means of grace, and to 
seek to abound in love to God, faith in 
Jesus, and in every good word and work. 
Then you could say, '' I waited patiently for 
the Lord ; and He inclined His ear unto me, 
and heard my cry. He brought me up also out 
of an horrible pity and miry clay, and set my feet 
upon a rock, and established my goings ; and 
hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise 
unto God** Psalm xl. 1-3. Those were happy 
days, the remembrance of which is sweet, 
though the contrast of them with the pre- 
sent is painful; but they are gone, and 
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scenes of beauty and glory have faded into 
scenes of sorrow, sadness, and desolation. 
The gold has changed, the fine gold has 
become dim. You have grieved the Holy 
Spirit of God; your heart has become 
worldly, your affections cold, and you no 
longer feel a pleasure in those things which' 
were once the charm of your life. Your 
state may be thus described : — 

** Sweet was the dme when first I felt 
The Saviour's pardoning blood ; 
Applied to cleanse my soul from guilt. 
And bring me home to God. 

Soon as the mom the light revealed, 

His praises tuned my tongue } 
And when the evening shades prevailad. 

His love was all my song. 

In prayer my soul drew near to God, 

And saw His gloiy shine. 
And when I read His holy word, 

I called each promise mine. 

But now, when evening shade prevails, 

My soul in darkness mourns ; 
And when the mom the light reveals, 

No light to me returns.*' 

You have pot fallen into this state of mind 
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all at once. As the soul ascends step by 
step to God, so it descends step by step 
in forgetfulness of Him and the neglect of 
Christian duty. It begins with the dislike 
of religious thought ; this is followed by the 
neglect of secret prayer, disregard to the 
Bible, forsaking the house of Gqd, worldly 
mindedness, levity of conversation, dwell- 
ing on the faults of others, a murmuring 
and repining spirit, light thoughts of evil, 
indulgence in secret sin, and then falling 
into open transgression. By such steps you 
may have declined from the ways of the 
Lord. Satan has conquered, the flesh has 
prevailed against the Spirit ; your light has 
been eclipsed by the world, and when you 
should have brought forth good fruit, there 
has been nothing but leaves, and now you 
may ask conscience. Where art thou ? Re- 
ligion, where art thou ? Zeal, where art thou ? 
All are gone ! 

How evil and dangerous is such a state I 
and how great the misery it entails on its 
subjects ! Sabat, an Arabian, who was con- 
verted to Christianity by the labours of the 
Rev. Henry Martin, apostatised and wrote 
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in favour of Mahommedanism, one day was 
met at Malacca by Dr. Milne, who put some 
very pointed questions to him. In reply, he 
said, " I am unhappy, I have a mountain of 
burning sand on my head; when I go 
about, I know not what I am doing." ^^Know 
therefore and see^Jhat it is an evil thing and 
hitter^ that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy 
Godr Jer. ii. 19. By this, guilt is incurred, 
susceptibility is deadened, barriers are 
placed in the way of salvation, comfort 
and usefulness are gone, and the soul has 
lost the crown of her rejoicing. In this 
state of mind God has visited you with 
affliction ; He has called you aside to be 
alone with Him, that he may lead you to 
think of the past and examine yourself. He 
is rebuking and chastening you with the 
stripes of His rod, to bring you back with 
weeping and supplication to His feet, that 
He may restore unto you the joy of His 
salvation, and uphold you with His free 
Spirit. He is saying to you, ^^ Remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen^ and re- 
pentf and do thy first works ; or I will come unto 
thee quickly y and will remove thy candlestick 
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out of his placcy except thou repent ^ Rev." 

ii. 5. 

Elihu, in his sublime address to Job and 
his friends,- shows the condition of an 
afflicted man (Job xxxiii. 19-29). When his 
affliction has answered the end for which it 
was intended, shown him the evil of sin, led 
him to the Messenger of the covenant, who 
is the trae Interpreter of His own law, and 
to trust in Him as the propitiation for sin ; 
then God will be gracious unto him, pardon 
all his sins, and deliver him from going 
down to the pit, because He hath found a 
ransom. When this is done, the reconciled 
offender receives the grace of sanctification, 
peace of mind, the gift of righteousness, 
and comes with joy to the mercy-seat, and 
sees, by faith, the face of a loving Father. 
In all this we see that affliction is the voice 
of God, and by this voice He is now speak- 
ing to you. When God does not visit for 
sin. He represents Himself as being silent : 
** These things hast thou done, and I kept 
silence'^ Psalm 1. 21. ** I have long time holden 
My peace ; I have been still, and refrained My- 
self P Isaiah xlii. 14. History informs us that 
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King Alfred regarded affliction as the voice 
of God ; and so much, is it said, he profited 
by it, that he asked God to send him some 
affliction. On one occasion he said, ** I ever 
find myself best in soul when worst in body ; 
the affliction of one is the medicine of the 
other." 

If you truly repent of sin, and come 
to God, saying, "/ have sinned^ and per- 
verted that which was rights and it profited me 
not** Job xxxiii. 27. If your repentance be 
like that of David and the Prodigal, and, 
like the Publican, you cry, " God be mer- 
ciful to me a sinner** (Lukexviii. 13) ; if you 
believe in Jesus, and place His death be- 
tween your sins and the displeasure of God, 
He will blot out your sins as a cloud, re- 
move them from you as far as- the east is 
from the west, and cast them behind Him 
as a stone into the depth of the sea. Listen 
to the voice that speaks to you from heaven, , 
and cry, ** Save me ^ O God; for the waters are 
come in unto my soul** Psalm Ixix. i. Do it 
now, lest this sickness should be unto death. 
This may be the last time that God will call 
you. If you refuse now, the next blow may 
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cut you down. But 4f God should spare 
your life, and restore you again to health, 
and you should be permitted to rise from 
your bed, to leave your home, and go out 
again kito the world, do not turn a deaf 
ear to Him who has so solemnly warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come. 

The benefit of sanctified affliction is seen 
in the case of Job. He had repented 
before; but now his repentance is more 
thorough. ** Then Job answered and satdy I 
know that Thou canst do every things and that 
no thought can he withholden from Thee,** 
Job xlii. I, 2. When the Lord had tried 
him by affliction, and shown him that he 
was .far beneath His wisdom and power, 
and that he could not stand before Behe- 
moth and Leviathan, the works of His hand, 
then he submitted to His chastening, and 
implored His mercy. **I have learned by 
experience, and the unquestionable autho- 
rity of Thy word, that Thy power is abso- 
lute, and that Thou canst do whatever 
Thou wilt, both in earth and in heaven; 
and that none can withstand Thee. I know 
that no thought can be hidden from Thee ; 
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that Thy purposes cannot be hindered, and 
that Thy power and will, Thy mind and 
hand are both agreed : the one to purpose, 
the other to do." " Who is he that hideik 
counsel without knowledge ? There/ore I uttered 
that I understood not ; things too wonderful for 
me, which I knew notP Job xlii. 3. "I have 
done it ; I have sinned, but I did it igno- 
rantly. Things which I ought not to have 
said, I have spoken imprudently and with- 
out judgment. I acknowledge my error, 
I disclaim my folly." *^ Hear^ I beseech Thee^ 
and I will speak : I will demand of Thee, and 
declare Thou unto me'* Job xlii. 4. " I will 
humble myself before Thee, and alter my 
speech and conduct. I will as^ for advice 
and direction, and hang upon Thy lips for 
an answer. I will give myself up to Thee, 
that Thou mayest lead me into truth and 
holiness." **/ ?iave heard of Thee by the 
hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee, 
Wherefore I abhor myself and repent in dust 
and ashesr Job xlii. 5, 6. In this way God 
is ever willing to teach the man who sub- 
mits to Him; and he whom He teaches 
soon becomes a skilful scholar, and, like 
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the demoniac of old, -is seen sitting at the 
feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right 
mind. He who before was self-confident, 
like Peter, goes out and weeps bitterly. He 
who could breathe out threatenings and 
slaughter against the saints, like Saul of 
Tarsus, prays, ^^ Lord, what wilt Thou have 
me to do f " Acts ix. 6. 

In your present afflicted state, with the 
temptations of Satan to oppress your mind, 
you may be ready to think there is no hope ; 
that the day of grace is past ; and that it is 
useless for you to think of returning to God, 
for He will not receive you. The words of 
Jesus trouble you. ^^ No man, having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking hack, is fit for 
the kingdom of God J* Luke ix. 62. You 
think of the fearful description of the 
apostate given in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews : — ** For it is impossible for those who 
were once enlightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the 
Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word of 
God, aTuI the powers of the world to come, if 
they shall fall away, to renew them to repen- 
tance ; seeing they crucify to themselves the 
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Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open 
shamed Heb. vi. 4-6. In reading this you 
may conclude that your case is hopeless ; 
but such is not the case. This description 
supposes an entire apostacy and 'giving up 
of religion. Such, we hope, is not your case. 
You feel good desires, a hatred to evil, a 
sorrow for sin, and a loathing 'of yourself 
before God. Such feelings as these show 
that there is a reflux of the ocean of love, 
that the sun of hope is beginning to re- 
appear, and that the spring of a better life 
will soon bloom. Take encouragement and 
return to God from whom you have re- 
volted. There is no other sacrifice for sin 
than that which was once offered, never to 
be repeated. There is no other way of 
salvation than that in which you first came 
to God ; your body may be in pain, greatly 
enfeebled ; you may sigh for the restoration 
of health to your wasted frame ; and the 
return of bloom to your faded cheeks : but 
infinitely more precious is the health of the 
soul. The fountain of Christ'^ blood is the 
only place of healing, and every disease 
must yield to its virtue. If you come to 
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Him with a broken and contrite heart, it is 
certain that He will not reject you ; for a 
broken and contrite heart He will not de- 
spise. Look to Jesus, as once you did. Cry 
earnestly to Him to save you. Touch the 
hem of His garment, and healing virtue 
will flow from Him to heal all your 
maladies. He is waiting and willing to 
receive you, and^ to blot out all your sins. 
When David fell into the sins of adultery 
and murder, and repented, he was par- 
doned ; and then blessed the Lord who had 
forgiven his iniquities and healed all his 
diseases. When the prodigal had wandered 
from his father's house and came back con- 
fessing his folly, he was received with the 
• kiss of reconciliation, the ring of honour, 
the robe of dignity, the shoes of peace, and 
the fatted calf of joy. When Peter had 
denied his Lord, and went out and wept 
bitterly, he was restored to his Master's 
favour and received the double charge to 
feed Hi? sheep and lambs. To Ephraim, 
God said, ''How shall I give thee up, O 
Ephraim ? How shall I deliver thee, O Israel ? 
How shall I make thee as Admah ? How shall 
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/ set thee as Zehoim ? Mine heart is turned 
within Me; my repentings are kindled to- 
gether, I will not execute the fierceness of Mine 
anger, I will not return to destroy Ephraim : 
for I am God, and not man ; the Holy One in 
the midst of thee^ Hos. xi. 8, 9. Concern- 
ing Israel He says, " Return, thou backsliding 
Israel, saith the Lord ; and I will not cause 
Mine anger to fall on thee :for I am merciful^ 
saith the Lord, and I will not keep anger for 
ever; only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou 
hast transgressed against the Lord thy GodP 
Jer. viii. 12, 13. There is hope for you 
however vile you may have been ; despair 
not, your heavenly Father says, ** Return, O 
backsliding children" Jer, iii. 14. Go and 
fall at His feet, confess your sins, tell Him 
all your griefs, put out the hand of faith, 
and touch the sceptre of His mercy. 
Listen to Him while He says, ^* I will heal 
their backsliding, I will love them freely : for 
Mine anger is turned away from him." Hos. 
xiv. 4. 



d by Google 



the backslider. 73 

Portions of Scripture suitable to be 

READ. 

(Psalm li. Luke xv.) 

A Prayer, in Scripture language : — 

" I will arise and go to n\y Father, and 
will say unto Him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before Thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called Thy son : make me 
as one of Thy hired servants." Luke xv. 18. 
" I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 
whence cometh my help ; ray help cometh 
from the Lord, who made heaven and earth." 
Psalm cxxi. i, 2. "I acknowledge my trans- 
gressions ; and my sin is ever before me. 
Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and 
done this evil in Thy sight." Psalm li. 3, 4. 
*' Consider mine affliction and deliver me." 
Psalm cxix. 153. "Great are Thy tender 
mercies, O Lord." Psalm cxix. 156. "I have 
gone astray like a lost sheep; seek Thy 
servant, for I do not forget Thy command- 
ments." P.oalm cxix. 176. " Let my cry come 
before Thee, O Lord." Psalm cxix. 169. 

D 
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** Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean : 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Make me to hear joy and gladness, that the 
bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice. 
Hide Thy face from my sins, and blot out all 
my transgression. Restore unto me the joy 
of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy 
free Spirit." Psalm li. 7-9, 12. " Have mercy 
upon me, O God, according to Thy loving- 
kindness ; according to the multitude of Thy 
tender mercies blot out my transgressions." 
Psalm li. I. For the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

** O for a closer walk with God, 
A calm and heavenly fiame ; 
A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb. 

Where is the blessedness I knew 
When first I saw the Lord ? 
Where is the soul-refitshing view 
Of Jesus in Hb word ? 

What peaceful hours I once enjoyed ! 
How sweet their memory still ! 
But they have left an aching void, 
The world can never fill. 
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Return, O Holy Dove i return, 
Sweet messenger of rest ! 
I hate the sins that made Thee mourn, 
And drove Thee from my breast 

The dearest idol I have known, 
Whate*er that idol be. 
Help me to tear it from Thy throne, 
And worship only Thee. 

So shall my walk be close with God, 
Calm and serene my frame $ 
So purer light shall mark the road 
That leads me to the Lamb." 
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CHAPTER V. 

THB RBCOVERED FROM SICKNESS. 

" A friend is sick, and his pulse threatens 
danger; all who long for his recovery are sick 
in mind for him. He is restored, though as yet 
he walks not with his former strength ; yet there 
is such joy as was not when he walked sound 
and strong." Augustine. 

The Lord hath chastened you sore, but He 
hath not given you over to death. The 
bruised reed that was shaken by affliction 
hath not been broken. The sentence 
which seemed to have gone out against you 
hath been revoked. The Lord hath watched 
over you in sickness. He hath rebuked the 
disorder which threatened your life, and lifted 
you up from the gates of death. He hath 
brought you out of the chamber in which 
you were confined as the prisoner of the 
Lord ; blessed you with returning strength ; 
permitted you to mingle with your fellow- 
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men, and to participate in the duties and 
comforts of life. Now that you have just 
left the bed of sickness, as friend after 
friend meets you, shakes you by the hand, 
and congratulates you on your recovery, you 
can think of the time when you were ill : 
your body was weak, disease was strong; 
your pulse was feeble, your countenance 
pale, your life seemed to decline, and you 
thought your end was approaching. You 
can think of the time when you began to 
recover ; and by slow degrees you regained 
strength, till you were fully restored to 
health. I ask you to allow a few moments 
of the first days of restored health to be 
spent in serious and prayerful reflection. 
May the Holy Spirit bless to your soul's 
good what you may now read. 

Remember you are indebted to (5od for 
restoration to health. You may have had 
friends who have been kind and helpful to 
you; you may have had physicians who 
understood your case and applied suitable 
remedies. But if friends had been left 
without the tender and softening influences 
of Christianity, you might have been left to 
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perish in your affliction, as many among the 
heathen have. If physicians had been left 
in ignorance, without the means of learning 
and improvement, no remedy would have 
been applied to your disease. It was God 
who gave you friends, and furnished them 
with means and suitable qualities of mind 
to administer to your relief. It was He who 
raised up physicians, gave them skill and 
understanding, and through them has re- 
stored you to health. He who directed that 
a plaister of figs should be laid on the boil 
of Hezekiah, and made it the means of re- 
storing him to health, directed that suit- 
able means should be used for you, and 
gave them His blessing. He who added 
fifteen years to his life, has, perhaps, given 
you a few more years to live. He who in 
the days of His flesh opened the eyes of 
the blind, unstopped the ears of the deaf, 
unloosed the tongue of the dumb, cleansed 
the lepers, and said to many, " Thou art 
made whole^' (John v. 14), has said to you, 
" Thou art loosed from thine infirmity" Luke 
xiii. 12. ** O, give thanks unto the Lordy/br 
He is good; for His mercy endureth for ever." 
Psalm cvi. 7. 
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Seek to know the reason why you have 
been restored to health. Is it not to win 
your heart to Jesus, and to engage you in 
His service ? In one of our Lord's parables, 
the vine-dresser is represented as pleading 
for the preservation of the fruitless fig-tree, 
that other means might be used to make 
it bear fruit. ^^ Let it alone this year ahOy till 
I shall dig about it and dung it : and if it hear 
fruity well : if noty then after that thou shall cut 
it down'' Lidce xiii. 8, 9. So the Divine Inter- 
cessor has pleaded for you. His request has 
been granted, and you are spared. Other 
means will be employed for your good. Other 
opportimities will be afforded you. Time will 
be allotted you ; space will be given for re- 
pentance; the Bible will be placed before 
you; the house of God will present its 
claims ; prayers will be offered for you ; con- 
science will speak, and the Holy Spirit will 
strive with you. He who has healed you 
says, ^^Beholdy thou art madewhoUy sin no more: 
lest a worse thing come unto theeP John v. 14. 
Yield not to old evil habits ; put away former 
sins ; forsake the company of the ungodly ; 
stand not in the way of sinners, sit not in 
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the seat of the scornful ; return not to the 
spirit and love of the world. Be thoughtful 
and prayerful. God has spoken to you byyour 
late affliction — He is speaking to you now by 
restored health. Turn not a deaf ear to the 
voice that says, ** He that being often reproved 
hardeneth his heart, shall suddenly he destroyed, 
and that without remedy '* Prov. xxix. i. O 
beware lest the clouds return after the rain, 
and deep call unto deep to unite their forces 
to fall on you ; lest God should say, " Eph- 
taim is joined to his idols: let him alone^* (Hos. iv. 
17) ; lest on the great day of accounts, and 
amidst all its terrors and grandeurs, you 
knock at the door of mercy saying, ** Lord, 
Lord, open to us'* (Matt. xxv. 1 1 ), and receive 
the reply, ^^ I have called, and ye refused ; I 
have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; 
ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would 
none of my reproof : I also will laugh at your 
calamity ; I will mock when your fear 
cometh^' Prov. i. 24-26. 

If your late affliction had been unto death, 
what would have become of you ? Where 
would you have been now ? Would you have 
been in heaven or hell ? with the sanctified 



d by Google 



THE RECOVERED FROM SICKNESS. 8 1 

in glory, or with the lost in despair ? join- 
ing in the songs of the celestial temple, or 
cast into outer darkness, where there are 
weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth ? 
These are solemn questions; they greatly 
concern you. Do not shrink from them 
becausq they give you pain. Meet them 
boldly; faithfully answer them as in the 
sight of God ; they may prove blessings to 
your soul. The final condition of the right- 
eous and the wicked is not left in uncer- 
tainty. It in no measure depends on the judg- 
ment of others, nor on the blessings with 
which you may have been favoured. If you 
were not a child of God ; if you belonged 
to the impenitent and imbelieving, and in 
that state had died, there is no difficulty 
in determining where you would have been. 
You would have been with the rich man, 
lifting your eyes in torments, crying for 
water to cool your parched tongue ; for you 
would have been reserved the blackness of 
darkness for ever; and between you and 
heaven would have been fixed an impassable 
gulf. If, on the other hand, you were a 
child of God, a believer in Jesus, and Christ 
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was formed in you the hope of glory; if 
you were among those who serve God, and 
follow after righteousness ; then, if you had 
died in your affliction, — while friends would 
have been weeping over your cold remains, 
their hearts wrung with anguish, and devout 
men had carried your body to its burial 
and made great lamentation over you, — all 
would have been well; their loss would 
have been your gain. You say, ** I hope I 
should have been in heaven with Jesus, all 
the angels, and the spirits of just men 
made perfect, singing the song of Moses 
and the Lamb." Allow me to ask, What 
is the ground of your hope ? Does it rest 
on the thought that you have been a great 
sufferer, that your life has been moral, and 
that you have not been worse than other 
people? Or does it rest on the fact that 
by repentance and faith you have accepted 
Jesus as your Saviour? If your hope of 
heaven be founded on Jesus, oh, what a 
glorious change would death have been to 
you ! You would have passed away from a 
bed of suffering to a throne of glory ; from 
a room of sorrow to a mansion of joy, where 
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Jesus would have, led you to fountains of 
living water, and God would have wiped 
away all tears from your eyes. Do you 
say, " I fear I should have been lost, that I 
was not prepared to die " ? O ! be thankful 
that God has raised you up, and restored 
you to health. But bear in mind men do 
not usually come out of affliction as they 
enter it. If by it they are not made better, 
they are worse; if not softened, they are 
more hardened ; if not brought nearer to 
God, they are further oflf from Him. Seek 
at once to be prepared to die ; for, though 
death is delayed for the present, yet it will 
come — it must come, and, prepared or un- 
prepared, you must die. It may be that 
you think that as you are restored to health 
you have a fresh lease of life, and that 
there is no need to hurry; another time 
will do. Men are ever dying ; and though 
you are restored to health, yet you may be 
very near death. Therefore the instruction 
is given : ** Prepare to meet thy God'' Amos 
iv. 12. ^^ Be ye also ready : for in such an 
hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh^ 
Matt. xxiv. 44. 
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What were your thoughts, feelings, and 
purposes when ill ? The season of sickness 
is often the means of revealing the secrets 
of the heart, unmasking the character, and 
making man know himself. The charm of 
sin is broken, and the refuges of lies are 
swept away. The awakened sinner groans 
in agony, and cries, *' Bring the Bible ! O 
pray for me ! Send for the minister, or 
some person who will talk to me of Jesus, 
who came to save sinners." What terror 
and alarm have taken hold of him ! How 
he weeps I what promises and vows he 
makes that if the Lord will raise him up 
again how differently he will live ! He will 
keep away from all improper places and 
persons ; he will read the Bible, and attend 
God's house. How was it with you when 
life seemed to be trembling in the balance, 
and you and your friends thought you would 
soon be called away from time into eternity ? 
Perhaps you promised that you would give 
yourself to God, or thought that you had 
done so; that all was well, and that you 
were prepared to die. Now that you have 
been restored to health your life must 
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prove the reality or delusion of such 
thoughts. 

This address may be read by one who is 
truly a child of God, and who for many 
years has been seeking to prove himself 
such. You remember what a Bethel your 
chamber was; what manifestations of the 
love of God were made to your soul ; how 
sweetly the promises were applied to your 
mind, and gave you comfort, joy, and hope ; 
what peace you then possessed; that you 
seemed to breathe the air of Paradise, and 
longed to drop the clay tabernacle that your 
bliss might be complete, and that you might 
be for ever with the Lord. In remembrance 
of such blessings you thank God and take 
courage. Be not highminded, but fear, 
lest you should be exalted above measure 
through the abundance of the revelation that 
has been made to you. A conflict may be 
near, even more painful than that through 
which you have passed. Be watchful, prayer- 
ful, and walk humbly with God. 

We know that God can save the sinner in 
his affliction, even in the eleventh hour, and 
that the thief was saved upon the cross ; but 
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there is often so large a portion of self, and 
the fear df the wrath to come, mixed up with 
the feelings of man's alarm when in trouble, 
that comparatively few true conversions take 
place in affliction. Ministers and those who 
visit the sick, have found that the greater 
number of those whom they have visited, and 
who appeared to be changed characters when 
ill, and of whom they would have entertained 
hope if they had died, but who when restored 
to health have returned to their former habits, 
and have become as bad, or worse than 
they were before. Like some of whom the 
prophet speaks, they have howled upon 
their beds in the time of painful visitation ; 
but their devotion has been like a blaze of 
straw, which bums brightly for a few mo- 
ments, and then expires. " O JEpkratm, 
what shall I do unto thee ? O Judah, what 
shall I do unto thee ? /or your goodness is as 
a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth 
awayT Hos. vi. 4. Let not this be the 
case with you ; but as God has healed your 
body, and ransomed your life from the 
grave, be thankful to Him, arid strive to 
serve H m " 2 hen shall we know, if we 
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follow on to know the Lord: His going forth is 
prepared as the morning ; and He shall come 
unto us as the rain, as the latter and former 
rain unto the earth,** Hos. vi. 3. Let there 
be a performance of those things you pro- 
mised. Forget not that the vows of God 
are upon you. Do as Jacob did when he 
returned to Bethel ; he set up a pillar, and 
poured a drink offeriilg and oil thereon.. 
Do as the Psalmist did when he said, " 1 
will go into Thy house with burnt offerings : I 
will pay Thee my vows^ which my lips have 
uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was 
in trouble** Psalm Ixvi. 13, 14. Let it be your 
continual -endeavour to live a godly, con- 
sistent, holy life ; to read the Bible, and to 
give yourself to prayer. 

Portions of Scripture suitable to be 

READ. 

(Psalm XXX. Isaiah xxxiii. John xi.) 

A Prayer, in Scripture language — 

" O Lord, my God, I cried unto Thee, 
and Thou hast healed me. O Lord, Thou 
hast brought up my soul from the grave : 
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Thou hast kept me alive, that I should hot 
go down to the pit." Psalm xxx. 2, 3. ** I 
love the Lord, because He hath heard my 
voice and my supplications. Because He 
hath inclined His ear unto me, therefore will 
I call upon Him as long as I live." Psalm 
cxvi. I, 2. "The Lord was ready to save.*' 
Isaiah xxxviii. 20. " Thou hast brought up 
my life from corruption, O Lord my God." 
Jonah ii. 2. " What shall I render unto the 
Lord for all His benefits toward me ? I will 
take the cup of salvation, and call upon the 
name of the Lord. I will pay my vows unto 
the Lord now in the presence of all His 
people." Psalm cxvi. 12-14. "Thy vows 
are upon me, O God : I will render praises 
unto Thee." Psalm Ivi. 12. "I will bless 
the Lord at all times : His praise shall be 
continually in my mouth." Psalm xxxiv. i. 
" I will sacrifice unto Thee with the voice 
of thanksgiving ; I will pay that that I have 
vowed. Salvation is of the Lord." Jonah 
ii. 9. ** The living, the living, he shall 
praise thee, as I do this day." Isaiah xxxviii. 
19. O Lord, help me continually to praise 
Thee, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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" God of my life, whose gncious power 
Through various deaths my soul hath led $ 
Or turned ande the &tal hour, 
Or lifted up my sinking head. 

In all my ways Thy hand I own, 
Thy ruling pro^ence I see ; 
Assist me still my couneto run, 
And still direct my paths to Thee. 

Oft hath the sea confessed Thy power, 
And g^ven me back at Thy command j 
It could not, Lord, my life devour. 
Safe in the hoUow of Thy hand. 

Oft from the mai:^ of the grave. 
Thou, Lord, hast lifted up my head ; 
Sudden I found Thee near to save. 
And sickness owned Thy touch and fled. 

Whither, O whither should I fly, 
But to my loving Saviour*s breast ; 
Secure within Thine arms to lie^ 
And safe beneath Thy wings to test** 
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THE BEREAVED. 

" Build your nest on no tree here^ for you see 
God has sold the forest to death ; and every tree 
whereupon we would rest is ready to he cut 
dcnjony to the end we might flee, and mount upy 
and build upon the Rock, and dwell in the holes 
of the Rock'* Rutherford. 

The present to you is the time of trouble ; 
you are under a dark cloud, in deep 
waters, in the furnace of affliction. God 
has seen fit to say, " Son of man, behold, 
I take away from thee the desire of thine 
eyes with a stroke,'* Ezek. xxiv. i6. Like 
Abraham, you have asked, " Give me a pos- 
session of a burying'place with you, that I may 
bury my dead out of my sight** Gen. xxiii. 4. 
God may have taken away a husband, a 
wife, a child, a father, a mother, a sister, a 
brother, a companion, or a friend ; in either 
case your home has become the house of 
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mourning. There are great lessons to be 
learned from this event. The scene is 
solemn, impressive, and calculated to re- 
mind you of your latter end. Solomon tells 
us, " // ts better to go to the house 0/ mourning 
than to the house of feasting ; for that is the 
end of all meny and the living will lay it to 
heartJ* Eccles. vii. 2. It may be hard to 
bear up under this trial. You may feel 
something like rebellion against God. The 
efforts of dearest friends may fail to comfort 
you, and their tenderest words may seem 
harsh and unkind. Sympathizing with 'you 
in your loss, and knowing, by experience, 
some of the feelings of your mind, allow me 
to assist you in meditating on those things 
which have comforted others when in cir- 
cumstances like yours. 

It is God, your heavenly Father, the 
Father of mercies, the God of hope, pa- 
tience, and all consolation, who has inflicted 
this stroke on you ; He has not done it in 
anger, wrath, or vindictive justice, but in 
wisdom and love. Is it a child He has 
taken away ? Hear what He says, " Refrain 
thy voice from weepings and thine eyes from 
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tears; there is hope m thine end, that thy 
children shall come again to their own border" 
Jer. xxxi. i6, 17. " Verily I say unto you, 
that in heaven their angels do always behold the 
face of My Father which is in heaven^ Matt, 
xviii. 10. **//!> not the will of your Father 
which is in heaven^ that one of these little ones 
should perish," Matt, xviii. 14. God has 
done for your lost one far more than ever it 
could be in your power to do for him. 
Could you wipe away all tears for ever from 
his eyes, and say, " The days of. thy mourn- 
ing* shall be ended" ^ Isaiah Ix. 20. Could 
you introduce him to a sight of the King in 
His beauty ? Could you lift him up to a 
throne, and a crown that fadeth not away ? 
These are the things God has done for your 
child. In consideration of all this, do as 
David did when his child was dead; he 
ceased to fast and weep, and said, '' Now he 
is deady wherefore should I fast ? I shall go 
to himy but he shall not return to me" 2 Samuel 
xii. 23. Is it a husband He has taken away ? 
He says, " Leave thy fatherless childreny I 
will preserve them alive ; and let thy widows 
trust in Me" Jer. xlix. 11. Is it an esteemed 
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and much beloved friend who has been 
removed from you ? Turn from his lifeless 
clay. Cease from man, whos^ breath is in 
his nostrils. It may be that your friend 
died in the Lord, and gave evidence that he 
is gone to be with Jesus. Then imagine 
him looking down from heaven, and saying 
to you, "O thou deeply afflicted and 
troubled one, thou findest, by sad experi- 
ence, that the dearest earthly comfort is 
soon taken away, and that the strongest 
natural ties are soon cut through by death. 
Thou seest through a glass darkly, but I in 
the full blaze of eternal day. We, the in- 
habitants of this glorious world, look down, 
and see how closely you are beset with 
earthly cares, what dangers surround you, 
and how eternity presses you on all sides. 
With wonder we behold the folly of those 
who neglect the serious concerns of the 
soul, and pursue the trifles of time, while 
death stands ready to strike the fatal blow ; 
eternity is near, and the grave, imsatisfied 
with the slaughter of six thousand years, is 
open ready to receive them. We see with 
pleasure the happy few who have declared 
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unceasing war with the powers of darkness, 
whom men despise, of whom the world is 
not worthy, who, when they die, shall be 
welcomed to our abode by untold millions 
of hearts and tongues. O, thou friend and 
companion of my earthly travels I with what 
pleasure do I behold thy face towards Zion, 
labouring up the hill of life, hoping to join 
me in this happy home. Be true, be 
earnest, be faithful, and thy joy wiir soon be 
like mine. Thou wilt then see what stream- 
ing, shining, flaming glory fills the place 
where we dwell ; how huge, how great the 
reward of righteousness which we possess ; 
and that all this is eternal, all is ours." 

The death of your beloved friend reminds 
you that " We all do fade as a lea/** Isaiah Ixiv. 
6. " Every man at his best state is altogether 
vanity" Psalm xxxix. 5. That man is a va- 
pour that appeareth for a little while and then 
vanisheth away ; that his strength is labour 
and sorrow ; that his days are as vanity ; that 
his beauty consumes like a moth, and that 
his cares and pleasures are a dream. His 
burial teaches you that life is one impressive 
funeral procession ; as soon as we have closed 
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the eyes of one friend, laid out his body, 
screwed down his coffin-lid, followed him to 
the grave, seen it closed in, and left him 
there in silence till the judgment of the great 
day, another dies, and we have to do the 
same for him. In all this there is a voice 
speaking to us and saying, **Set thine house 
in order; for thou shalt die and not live.** 
Isaiah xxxviii. i. 

Patiently submit to the will of God. 
" Keep silence be/ore Me** Isaiah xli. i . ** Be 
stilly and know that I am God** Psalm xlvi. 
10. " Woe unto him that striveth with his 
Maker I ** Isaiah xlv. 9. " Shall he that con- 
tendeth with the Almighty instruct HimiV* 
Job xl. 2. Bow at the feet of God, and 
say, ** Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer 
Thee?** Job xl. 4. How beautiful is the 
advice of a Hottentot to a lady who was 
deeply grieving over the death of her infant. 
" Let go, mam, let go ; only fall down at 
the feet of Jesus, and ask Him to take 
your heart, and He will make all right." 
When a fire broke out against the sons of 
Aaron, because of their rebellion, it is said, 
''Aaron held his peace** Levit. x. 3. When 
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the Lord threatened Eli with the loss of 
his sons, he submitted to the stroke, saying, 
" // is the Lord : let Him do what seemeih Him 
gpod!^ I Sam. iii. i8. David when in 
trouble said, '*! was dumb, I opened not my 
mouth; because Thou didst it ^ Psalm xxxix. 9. 
You have heard of the patience of Job ; 
when deprived of all comforts he said, 
** The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord:' Job i. 21. 
When tempted to complain, he replied, 
" What ? shall we receive good at the hand of 
the Lord, and shall we not receive evil ? Job 
ii. 10. YoU/ remember the noble testimony 
that was borne to his integrity, '*/« all this 
fob sinned not with his lips,*' Job ii. 10. 
I took away his children, and he sinned 
not. I took away his property, and he 
sinned not. I took away his health, and he 
sinned not. I took away his friends, and 
he sinned not. One messenger followed 
close upon the heels of another, bringing 
evil tidings, and he sinned not. May the 
same be said of you in your present be- 
reavement. Jesus silenced the anxious 
inquiries of Peter by saying, ** What I do 
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thou knowest not now ; hut thou shalt know 
hereafter'* John xiii. 7. When God speaks, 
those who love Him 'will attend to what 
He says. ^^ I will hear what God the Lord 
shall speak y Psalm Ixxxv. 8. 

Dr. Kitto says : "I am still most sorrow- 
ful ; but not being forsaken, I try to gather 
strength from the belief that He whose 
love has been so often proved, would not 
willingly lay upon me one stroke more than 
is needful for my spiritual welfare, and the 
final welfare of those whom He has taken 
from me. My cup of sorrow has been filled 
very high in the loss of my eldest daughter 
and infant son, both within three weeks; 
but I have not been allowed to mourn 
as having no hope. By these repeated 
trials my Lord is calling me up to the 
higher room in which He sits, that I may 
see more of His grace, arid that I may more 
clearly understand the mysteries of His 
kingdom." We are told that during the 
siege of Barcelona, an aged officer, having 
his only son with him, a fine yoimg man, 
twenty years of age, went into his tent to 
dine. While they were sitting at dinner, a 
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shot took off the head of his son. The 
father immediately rose from his seat, and, 
first looking down upon the body of his 
headless child, and then lifting his eyes to 
heaven, whilst the tears ran down his cheeks, 
only said, " Thy will be done." 

Acknowledge God in your present afflic- 
Jtion. We are prone to look only at second 
causes, and to forget the first Great Cause ; 
to think of the means, and to forget the 
Author of the means. We may look at cir- 
cumstances, but not so as to forget that 
unerring wisdom controls them all. It is 
charged on some that they did not return 
to Him who smote them. ^* The people 
tumeth not unto- Him that ^iteth them^ 
neither do they seek the Lord of hosts** Isaiah 
ix. 13. Give attention to your duties; you 
still live, others live who are dependent on 
you. Excessive grief wears the mind, en- 
feebles the body, and superinduces disease ; 
and, however great, it can never call back 
the dead, nor alter the fact that your much- 
beloved one has died ; nor can it give you 
any real relief. Let not your home, your 
family, your business, your duties, and your 
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calling in life be neglected through grief. 
The arrow of bereavement may have entered 
your heart ; the cloud of darkness may have 
come down and touched you ; the river of 
sorrow may have overflown its banks ; but 
there is mercy with all, and you may say, 
" The Lord hath chastened me sore, but He 
hath not given me over unto death** Psalm 
cxviii. 18. Take the consolation which God 
offers you. This consolation is in His 
Word. Read it ; pray that the Holy Spirit 
may give you light and comfort. Daily 
commune with God through His Word ; 
this will give a healthy tone to your reli- 
gious life, and aflford you comfort in all 
trials. It is the want of this that super- 
induces thoughts that eat out the energies 
of the soul, and fill the mind with sorrow. 
It is a privilege to have our thoughts taken 
off from the busy world, and even from 
the busy religious world, to look into the 
things which God has revealed in His 
Word. O blessed Word \ our hope in the 
day of distress ; our shield and sword ; at 
all times profitable. 
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** O book I Infinite sweetness^ let my heart 
Suck every letter, and some honey gain 
Precious for every grief, in every part, 
To calm the breast and mollify the mind.** 

But you say, " If it had not been for such 
an event, this trouble would not have come. 
If I had not been so incautious in giving 
that food, in administering that medicine 
that life might have been spared. If the 
departed one had not been so exposed, 
nor have taken such a cold, that fearful in- 
flammation which has resulted in death would 
not have taken place. It is seldom that any 
calamity befalls us, any ill overtakes us, or 
any friend dies, however careful we might 
have been, but . there is some if following 
us to add to our sorrow. We need much 
wisdom, prudence, and care in all the con- 
cerns of life ; and no doubt we often bring 
many evils upon ourselves by thoughtless- 
ness and ignorance. It is, however, useless 
to augment our pain by dwelling upon 
what might have been avoided, and what 
might have been done. It would be far 
better like Jesus to say, ^* Even so. Father y 
for so it seemeth good in Thy sights Matt. xi. 
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26. We often forget that the little things 
of life, as well as the great ones, are under 
the control of God ; and that when He 
appoints the end He appoints [the^ means 
that shall lead Jo that end. In all circum- 
stances seek to have faith in God. 

You may say,^" CouldT be sure that^^tny 
dear departed one is in heaven, safe with 
Jesus, that would assuage my grief." Of 
this you can have no other evidence than 
that which Js given in^the Word of God, 
and the character of the one ' whose death 
you deplore. ** I heard a voice from heaven 
sayings Blessed are the dead that die in the 
Lord from henceforth ; yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their labours, and their 
works follow them** Rev. xiv. 13. But if 
the case of the dead be doubtful to you, 
seek to entertain honourable thoughts of 
God. Never forget that He is faithful. 
" Clouds and darkness are round about Him : 
righteousness and judgment are the habitation 
of His throne** Psalm xcvii. 2. Innumer- 
able obscurities surround us, and what God 
has concealed we may safely leave with 
Him till He sees fit to reveal it. That 



d by Google 



102 THE B£R£AVBD. 

which is necessary for us to know He has 
made plain. Your friend is gpne before 
you into eternity ; you are following after ; 
your turn will soon come ; and should it 
come to-day or to-night, how would it be 
with you ? God has set before you an open 
door of hope ; seek to enter in and to be 
prepared to meet Him, and then how 
blessed will it be to hear Him say, " Weil 
dom, thou good and faithful servant; thou 
hast been faithful over a few things^ I will 
make thee ruler over many things ; enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord^ Matt. xxv. 21. ' 

It may be that the thought rises in your 
mind : " ' / have heard many such things ; I 
also could speak as you do^ if your soul were 
in my souVs steady Job xvi. 2, 4. This blow 
is so heavy, so overwhelming, so unexpected, 
I can find no relief." Be not impatient at 
the ways of God; limit not the power of 
the Holy One of Israel. Let this com- 
plaint never apply to you. ** None saith, 
Where is God my Maker, who giveth songs in 
the night V^ Job xxxv. 10. Is the Lord's 
arm shortened that He cannot save ? Is 
His ear heavy that it cannot hear ? Think 
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of what He said to Abraham, ** Fear not, 
Abraham : I am thy shield, and thy exceeding 
great reward,*^ Gen. xv. i . And of what He 
said to Jacob, " Fear thou not; for I am with 
thee : be not dismayed; for I am thy God : I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee ; yea, I 
will uphold thee with the right hand of My 
righteousness r Isaiah Ixi. 10. 

Portions of Scripture suitable to be 

READ. 

(Psalm Ixxvii. . Rom. v.) 

A Prayer, in Scripture language : — 

" O Lord God of my salvation, I have 
cried day and night unto Thee. Let my 
prayer come before Thee : incline Thine 
ear unto my cry; for my soul is full of 
trouble." "Thou hast laid me in the 
lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps." 
" Thou hast put away mine acquaintance 
far from me." "Lover and friend hast 
Thou put far from me, and mine acquaintance 
into darkness." Psalm Ixxxviii. i, 2, 3, 6, 
8, 18. "The grave cannot praise Thee; 
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death cannot celebrate Thee : they that go 
down to the pit cannot hope for Thy truth. 
The living, the living, he shall praise Thee." 
Isaiah xxxviii. 1 8, 1 9. " Save me, O God ; 
for the waters are come in unto my soul. 
I sink in deep mire, where there is no 
standing: I am come into deep waters, 
where the floods overflow me." " O God, 
Thou knowest my foolishness; and my 
sins are not hid from Thee." "Let not^ 
the water-flood overflow me, neither let 
the deep swallow me up." ** Hear me, O 
Lord ; for Thy loving-kindness is good : 
turn imto me according to the multitude 
of Thy tender mercies." " Hide not Thy 
face from Thy servant, for I am in trouble : 
hear me speedily." "I am poor and 
sorrowful: let Thy salvation, O God, set 
me up on high." " The Lord heareth the 
poor, and despiseth not His prisoners." 
Psalm Ixix. i, 2, 5, 15, 16, 17, 29, 33. O 
Lord, have mercy upon me, and help me 
and comfort me, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

** Thou art gone to the grave, but we will not deplore thee, 
Though sorrows and darkness encompass the tomb ; 
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The Saviour has passed through its portals before thee, 
And the lamp of His love is the guide through the gloom. 

Thou art gone to the tomb ; we no longer behold thee, 
Nor tread the rough path of the world by thy side ; 
But the wide arms of mercy are spread to enfold thee, 
And sinners may die, since the Sinless has died. 

Thou art gone to the gnve ; and its mansions forsaking, 
Perhaps thy weak spirit in fear lingered long ; 
But the sunshine of Paradise beamed on thy waking. 
And the sound which thou heardst was the seraphim *s song. 

Thou art gone to the grave, but we will not deplore thee. 
Whose God was thy Ransom, thy Guardian and Guide ; 
He gave thee. He took thee, and He will restore thee, 
And death has no sdng, for the Saviour has died.'* 
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CHAPTER VII. 

DEATH. 

" What shall become of my soul when I die, 
let Him see to it who laid down His life for it^^ 

Luther. 

How frail is man I How short is life ! How 
sure is death ! The frailty of human life is 
set forth by many figures in the Scriptures. 
It is a withered leaf, faded grass, a flower 
cut down, a shadow that declineth. Though 
life be such a feeble and uncertain thing, 
yet it is of the greatest importance, inas- 
much as it is the cradle of our being, the 
porch of entrance into the great temple of 
existence ; that part of our being on which 
our eternal destiny is based, for according 
to our conduct in this world will be our 
condition in the world to come. Notwith- 
standing the importance which belongs to 
life, how thoughtlessly do many spend it! 
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They live as though they had nothing else 
to live for but to buy and sell, get gain, take 
their fill of pleasure, and then lie down and 
die, without any thought of a preparation to 
meet God. This is not the case with all — 
there are those who are very anxious to be 
prepared for death. How great is the dif- 
ference between the death of the righteous 
and the death of the wicked. " Though a 
sinner do evil a hundred times, and his days 
he prolonged, yet surely I know that it shall 
he well with them that fear God, which fear 
* hefore Him. But it shall not he well with the 
wicked, neither shall he prolong his days, which 
are as a shadow ; hecause he feareth not hefore 
GodP Eccle. viii. 12, 13. ^^ The wicked is 
driven away in his wickedness, hut the righteous 
hath hope in his deaths Prov. xiv. 32. 

Go to the bedside of the dying sinner ; see 
what are his thoughts and feelings as he 
stands trembling between two worlds. The 
pains of death are upon him. He reads 
in the countenance of his weeping friends 
the sad intelligence that his end is near. 
Memory is particularly active— the sins of 
his past life crowd in upon his mind. He 
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sees mercies abused, opportunities neglected, 
God dishonoured, and life misspent. His 
lamentation is, "I have had reason, felt 
the power of conscience, heard the word 
preached, and have been visited with fatherly 
chastisements; but my corruption proved 
too strong for them all ; my whole life has 
been a scene of thoughtlessness and sin." 
He looks onward to the judgment-day, and 
trembles as he sees the sublime grandeur 
of the great white throne, and the awful 
majesty of the Judge who sits upon it, from 
whose eyes of flame no sin can be hidden. 
His heart sinks within him as he thinks of 
the coming woe, from which he can see no 
way of escape. He says, " I am dying, the 
cold sweat is upon my brow, my body is 
wasted, 1 am like a corpse, I must die ; but, 
O ! what will become of me ? My God ! 
what a scene ! " 

Voltaire, who had tried by all means to 
effectuate the sent^ice he had so often used 
concerning Christ, "Crush the wretch," 
when dying said to his physician, "I will 
give you half of what I am worth if you 
will give me six months' life." His physician 
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replied, " Sir, you cannot live six weeks." 
Voltaire replied, " Then I shall go to hell, 
and you will go with me," and soon after- 
wards expired. 

Rousseau's death was a little more decent, 
but it was the death of an infidel. When 
dying he said to his attendants, " Open the 
window, that I may see the green fields once 
more. How beautiful is nature ! how won- 
derful the sun. See the glorious light he 
sends forth. It is God who calls me. How 
pleasing is death to a man who is not con- 
scious of any sin ! O God, my soul is now 
as pure as when it came out of Thy hands. 
Crown it with Thy heavenly bliss." Thus 
he died without Christ, with all the selfish- 
ness of a carnal mind. 

Now go to the bedside of the dying saint, 
and see how differently he dies. It is natural 
that there should be in man a clinging to 
life, a shrinking from death, and a trembling 
at the cold flood and dark grave into which 
he must soon enter. But the Christian says, 
" Having a desire to depart^ and to be with 
Christ, which is far betterr Phil. i. 23. '*All 
the days of my appointed time will I wait^ 

E 
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till my change come** Job xiv. 14. Con- 
nected with the death of the believer, there 
may be sorrow ; but that sorrow shall soon 
be turned into joy. There may be pain; 
but that pain has its limits, and will be fol- 
lowed by eternal ease. But there is no slavish 
fear. Christ delivers him from the bondage 
of fear. There is no cowardly rashness, 
rushing uncalled into the presence of God. 
The mind takes a noble stand, and mani- 
fests a disposition humbled by the grace of 
God, and bows in submission to His will. 
In looking upon the past he sees many sins, 
many imperfections, many shortcomings,, 
over which he mourns. He remembers the 
time when grace enlightened his mind, 
changed his heart, took away the burden 
of sin, and adopted him into the family of 
God; and though there have been many 
temptations to leave Christ, yet he has been 
kept till now. In anticipation of the future, 
he says, "I expect a deliverance from all 
the ills of life, a change from mortality to 
immortality, and to enjoy an eternity of 
bliss, which at the present I cannot com- 
prehend. Though I must die and be as 
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water that is spilt upon the ground which 
cannot be gathered up again, and though 
my body must moulder into dust, and cor- 
ruption disunite the bones so firmly joined 
together, and scatter them at the grave's 
mouth, yet I see in Christ's glorious body 
and triumphant spirit the pledge of what 
I shall be at the restitution of all things. I 
shall have a body that shall never feel pain, 
a heart that will never sigh, and eyes that 
will never weep. So he dies, leaving his 
life and labours before God and men, as a 
testimony of what he has been. 

<* Not myielf, but the truth in fife I have spoken, 
Not myielf, but the deed that in fife I have done, 
Shall pan on to ages, all about me forgotten, 
Save the words I have written, the deeds I have done.*' 

The Rev. John Fletcher, of Madeley,when 
dying, said, "Is this dying — this tranquillity, 
this composure, this triumph, this expecta- 
tion?" Where, then, are its pains, its 
struggles, its agonies ? Then he said to 
his wife and servant, who were near, 
** Shout, both of you, I want to hear you 
shout His praises." 

E 2 
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Addison, when near his end, sent for a 
young friend ; as he entered the room, he 
said, ** I have sent for you, that you may 
see how a Christian can die." 

Lord Harrington, when dying, said, ^ 
''I fear not death, in whatever shape 
it may come ; saving grace has drawn its 
sting." 

Lady Hastings said, ** I would not change 
my present state for all the world; one 
more step, and I am in glory." 

Lord Lyndhurst, in death, exclaimed, 
" Happyr-happy— happy I " 

A young mother when dying said, 
" Bring my three children, that I may see 
them once more before I die." They are 
brought, and one after another laid across 
her bosom, and the last kiss of affection is 
impressed upon their braws. The pangs of 
death are felt; the sufferer breathes heavily; 
and the question is asked, " Is Christ pre- 
cious?" **Yes, very precious; and there 
is one promise — * 2^ eternal God is thy 
refuge^ and underneath are the everlasting 
arms* " Deut. xxxiii. 27. Death has come 
very near now ; he lifts his hand, strikes the 
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blow, and peacefully anc} calmly the spirit 
returns to God who gave it. 

Pope wrote no fiction when he penned 
these lines, — 

<* The world recedes, it disappears, 
Heaven opens to mine eyes, mine ears 
With sounds seraphic rmg.** 

The scene, as depicted by another hand, 
is strikingly true, — 

** What is this that steals upon my fiame ? 

Is it death ? 
Which soon must quench this vital flame, — 
Is it death? 
If this be death, I soon shall be 
From eveiy an and sonow free, 
I shall the King of Olofy see, 

All is well** 

** Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of His saints** Psalm cxvi. 15. It is 
dear to Him ; a gem, a jewel, which sparkles 
and shines in His cabinet, which He keeps 
under His own eye, and at His disposal, 
and which He will not commit to the care 
of another ; and if any son of vengeance 
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seek to disturb it, He will avenge it 
speedily. When met and endured in His 
name, and for His sake, it is a sacrifice 
most pleasing and acceptable to Him, In 
such a death there are precious memories 
of the past, precious thoughts, precious 
hopes, precious feelings, precious mercies ; 
precious manifestations of the graces of the 
Christian character ; precious testimonies to 
the goodness, love, mercy, and power of 
God ; and a precious accomplishment of the 
purposes of the Divine mind. For what 
purpose does man seek for the diamond in 
its dark bed, wrapped up in its incrustation ? 
Not that it might remain there locked up in 
its secresy ; but to bring it out, to remove 
its covering, to cut, grin(|» and polish it, 
and to bring out all its colours : and that 
is a precious day when he sees all his pur- 
poses accomplished, and his diamond spark- 
ling in the cabinet of the wealthy, or glit- 
tering in a monarch's crown. So God has 
given man a most valuable soul, but it lies 
buried and wrapped up in the darkness of 
sin. He sent His Son to seek and to save 
that which was lost; He gave His Holy 
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Spirit to change and renew his nature ; He 
has granted His word as the means of in- 
struction in all holy things ; and now He 
appoints means, ordinances, troubles, afflic- 
tions, and death as the instruments of puri- 
fying the soul and making it fit to appear 
in His presence : and that is a most pre- 
cious day to Him when He sees all these 
things accomplished, and the soul saved. 

Here you see the difference between the 
death of the righteous and the death of the 
wicked ; and in view of the two, you may be 
ready, like Balaam, to pray, " Let me die the 
death of the righteous^ and let my last end 
he like his,** Numbers xxiii. lo. But in 
order to this there must be a preparation. 
You are told of the death of a friend ; you 
hear the bell toll ; you see the funeral pro- 
cession pass along the street; persons 
clothed in the garments of mourning attract 
your attention ; and very often you feel, by 
your pains, that the seeds of mortality are 
sown in your own body. But how do' all 
these things affect your mind ? Do they 
lead you to repentance for past sins, and to 
seek for forgiveness by faith in Jesus Christ ? 
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Whatever may be your condition in life, 
whether rich or poor, young or old, you are 
passing on to death ; and death is advanc- 
ing, step by step, to meet you, and every 
moment he is coming nearer and nearer. 
By pains and afflictions God is shaking the 
tabernacle of the body, and reminding you 
that it must fall, and that the day may not 
be very far oflf. If you are prepared to di e 
the day of death will be a most welcome 
and glorious day to you ; if not, it will be 
the most fearful and distressing of all days. 
Adam was not more reluctant to go out of 
Paradise ; the Jebusites out of the strong- 
holds of Zion ; the unjust steward out of 
his office ; nor the devils out of the demo- 
niac, than you will be to go out of the 
body, and appear before God. Seeing, 
then, that you must die either the death of 
the righteous or the death of the wicked ; 
that you must appear either at the right 
hand or the left hand of the righteous 
Judge in the great day of accounts ; how 
necessary is it that you should consider the 
advantages of the one and the disadvantages 
of the other, and attend to the admonition 
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given — ^^ Prepare to meet thy God J* Amos 
iv. 12. 

You may ask, How am I to be prepared 
for death ? This is a very important ques- 
tion, and one that requires a very serious 
answer. By nature you are a sinner lost 
and undone, unworthy of the notice of God, 
and deserve to perish. Jesus is a Saviour, 
able and willing to save; He is the one 
Mediator between God and man ; He has 
reconciled God to man, and is willing to 
take away the alienation of your mind and 
to reconcile you to God. You are required 
to repent of sin, and to believe in Jesus, 
who died to save sinners ; and if you do 
this, your sins will be pardoned, your soul 
will be saved, and Christ will be formed in 
you the hope of glory. " He that belteveth 
shall be saved '* Mark xvi. 16. ** The blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all 
sin.** I John. i.7. " We have redemption through 
His bloody even the forgiveness of sin** Eph. 
i. 7. This is the way in which you may be 
saved, and being thus saved, you will be 
prepared to die ; and even now you will be 
able to say— ^ 
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" And when Vm to die, 

Receive me, Fll cry. 
For Jesus has loved me, I cannot tell why $ 

But this I can find. 

We two are so joined. 
He'll not be in gloiy and leave me behind." 

Portions of Scripture suitable to be 

READ. 

(Psalm xc. 2 Cor. x.) 

A Prayer, in Scripture language : — 

" O Lord," " Thou tumest man to destruc- 
tion ; and sayest,Retum, ye children of men." 
** Thou has set our iniquities before Thee, 
our secret sins in the light of Thy counten- ^ 
ance. For all our days are passed away in 
Thy wrath ; we spend our years as a tale that 
is told." Psalm xc. 3, 8, 9. ** I said in the 
cutting off of my days, I.shall go to the gates 
of the grave : I am deprived of the residue of 
my years. Mine age is departed, and is re- 
moved from me asa shepherd's tent." Isaiah 
xxxviii. 10, 12. "I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth : and though after my 
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skin worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God : whom I shall see for 
myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not 
another; though my reins be consumed 
within me." Job. xix. 25-27. "Thoushalt 
guide me with Thy counsel, and after- 
ward receive me to glory. Whom have I in 
heaven but Thee ? and there is none upon 
earth that I desire beside Thee." Psalm 
Ixxiii. 24, 25. ** My Beloved is mine, and I 
am His." Cant. ii. 16. Make haste, my 
Beloved, and be like the roe or the young 
hart upon the mountains." Cant. viii. 14. 
" For I am persuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." Rom. viii. 38, 39. " For 
we know that if our earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a build- 
ing of God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens." 2 Cor. v. i. Through 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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** How blot the righteous when he dies ! 
When sinks the weaiy sod to rest. 
How mildly beams the cloang eyes ; 
How gently heaves the expixing breast ! 

So £Kles a summer cloud away ; 

So sinks the gale when storms are o*er } 

So gently shuts the eye of day ; 

So dies the wave along the shore. 

A holy quiet reigns around, 
A calm which life nor death destroys ; 
Nothing disturbs that peace profound 
Which his unfettered soul enjoys. 

farewell, conflicting hopes and fears. 
Where lights and shades alternate dwell I 
How bright the unchanging mom appean ; 
Farewell, inconstant world, £uewell ! 

Life's labour done, as sinks the clay, 
Light fiom its load the spirit flies; 
While heaven and earth combine to say. 
How blest the righteous when he dies.*' 
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HEAVEN. 

*^ He that made heaven hath on purpose 
thus framed ity wide when it is entered ^ and 
glorious ; narrow and hard in the entrance , 
that after our pain our glory might he sweeter'. 
Oh I reward truly great above desert ^ yea, 
above all conception; a song for a few groans, 
an eternal crown of life for a short and mo- 
mentary suffering** 

Bishop Hall. 

Far back in the past we see the prophet 
Isaiah sitting on the ground, with his body 
bent forward, his hand placed on his brow 
to shade his vision, his eyes stretching on- 
ward into the future, catching a glimpse of 
the Gentile Church rising in all her sublime 
glory and splendour, and saying, " Sing, O 
barren^ thou that didst not bear; break forth 
into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not 
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travail with child: for more are the children 
of the desolate than the children of the married 
wife, saith the Lord J* Isaiah liv. i. When 
ages had passed away, we see the Apostle 
John, sitting in a like position, and a similar 
scene presenting itself to his view, with this 
diflference — the prophet saw the Gentiles on 
earth converted and added to the Church 
of Gk)d ; John saw them in a higher state, 
glorified and without tears, before the throne 
of Grod in heaven. 

The whole tenor of Scripture points to 
a future world of blessedness. It was re- 
vealed to the patriarchs and Jews, and often 
did the Spirit seek to raise their minds to 
it. In the New Testament life and immor- 
tality have been more fully brought to light, 
and many are the representations and en- 
couraging promises given therein of the 
heavenly world. " In My Father^ s house are 
many mansions : if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto Myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also** John 
xiv. 2, 3. *'Be thou faithful unto death. 
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and I will give thee a crown of life^ Rev. 
ii. 10. 

It is said to be an enduring substance. 
** Ye have in heaven a better and an enduring 
svhstance^ Heb. x. 34. This substance ex- 
ceeds all the beauty, glory, grandeur, and 
wealth of this world. Take the human 
form, with its upright stature, perfect sym- 
metry, just proportions, sweet blending of 
colours, the sparkling intelligence of the 
eye, the melody of the voice, and its soul 
of love. Take all the rank, offices, titles, 
and honours of which men think so much, 
and after which they so eagerly seek. Take 
all the beauties of the landscape, the moun- 
tains, hills, valleys, undulating plains, sweet 
fields of waving com, noble rivers, trees, 
shrubs, flowers, birds, beasts, and men. 
Take all the splendours of the heavens, the 
deep rich blue of the skies, floating clouds, 
Sim, moon, stars, planets, comets, and flying 
meteors. Take everything that is beautiful 
to the eye, melodious to the ear, sweet to 
the taste, refreshing to the smell, and plea- 
sant to the feeling. When you add all 
these together they are but a faint shadow. 
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a dim outline of what shall hereafter be 
revealed. In the Bible much is said of 
heaven; nature is searched through and 
through for objects to contribute to its 
illustration. Rivers, trees, palms, thrones, 
crowns, white robes, harps, and songs are 
said to be there. It is spoken of as a house, 
a mansion, a city, an inheritance, a king- 
dom. Discourses are delivered and many 
comparisons are employed to describe it. 
But half has not been told. What has been 
said is but as the child to the man, the bud 
to the flower, the spark to the body of fire, 
night to day, the lisping of a child to the 
music of an angel's song. It exceeds the 
experience of the best and holiest saint on 
earth. We feel much when our sins are 
pardoned, and peace, and love, and joy 
flow into the mind ; when by faith we come 
near to God, and He enlarges and fills our 
hearts. Then our desires leap the bounds 
of time, and reach after all that is revealed, 
and even more. Then our prayers take a 
wide range, and we seek for glory, honour, 
immortality, and eternal life. Then our 
hopes expand, and we look for all that we 
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have desired and prayed for. We often 
wonder what heaven is, how it appears, 
and what we shall see, and hear, and know 
when we are there. But the reality will far 
exceed our highest thoughts ; for in the pre- 
sence of God there is " afar more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory ^^ 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

Heaven is discribed as a city. " Here we 
have no continuing city, but we seek one to 
come** Heb. xiii. 14. ** He looked for a city 
which hath foundations^ whose builder and 
maker is God** Heb. xi. 10. This city is 
large, of great wealth, and full of light. 
No human hands have formed it. The rush 
of time never impairs it. It has no funeral 
procession passing through its streets ; no 
tolling bell, no burial-ground, no grave, no 
tombstone telling who lies here, and what 
he has done. The tide of business never 
flows through it. The cry of the infant 
and the groan of suffering never ring 
through the air. There are no marriages, 
no births, no deaths. There are no sin, 
pain, nor sorrow to mar its joy. No in- 
vading army ever besieges its walls. No 
black cloud of famine ever haiigs over it. 
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No fearful pestilence ever desolates its 
homes. It is the metropolis of the uni- 
verse, the heavenly crystal palace, the seat 
of Divine government ; the residence of 
God, the abode of angels, the home of all 
the faithful, who are gathering into it from 
all parts of the world. It is glorious and 
happy in having Jesus as the Lamb in the 
midst of the throne. Its walls are salvation, 
and its gates are praise. 

It is spoken of as a place of rest. 
" There remaineth therefore a rest to the people 
of God** Heb. iv. 9. " / heard a voice 
from heaven saying unto me. Writer Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord from hence- 
forth : yea^ saith the Spirit y that they may rest 
from their labours ; and their works do follow 
them** Rev. xiv. 13. This is not the rest 
of idleness and silence ; for all in heaven is 
activity — every one has something to do. 
The mind is ever thinking, perceiving, 
understanding, expanding, and rising. 
Being free from gross matter, it never tires ; 
its very employment is its rest. The memory 
is active, calling up scenes and circum- 
stances of the past. The eyes are em- 
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ployed in beholding the wonders of the 
place; the ears in listening to the sweet 
melody of the song which ever ascends 
before the throne of the Eternal; the 
tongue in rendering praise to God ; the 
heart in its emotions of joy ; the hands in 
striking the golden harp ; and the feet in 
walking the streets of the new Jerusalem. 
But all this employment is a Sabbath of 
rest. There is rest from sin, the greatest 
and the hardest labour of earth. The 
wicked weary themselves to find out new 
scenes and sources .of pleasure and sin. 
To the saints it is a constant labour to 
avoid sin. They strive, watch, and pray 
against it; but it follows them as their 
shadow. It comes to them in the duties of 
the day, in the silence of the night, in the 
publicity of life, in the solitude of the 
closet. It presses itself into their thoughts, 
feelings, desires, and holiest duties, so that 
they have often to mourn before God be- 
cause of it. But there will be no sin 
in heaven ; the mind will rest from all con- 
flict with it. There is rest from trials. 
Those who are there have come out of great 

Digitized by Google 



128 HEAVEN. 

tribulation, and washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
The trials that come from Satan, the world, 
nature, and circumstances are all in the past. 
There is rest from fear. They have no fear 
of falling into sin ; of the soul's safety ; 
of an interest in Christ ; of the future, what 
it will be ; of death ; or of an entrance into 
heaven. All is sure and eternal. They 
rest in God. 

There is an attracting power in heaven, 
ever drawing the minds of the thoughtful 
and holy to itself. One summer's evening 
a little boy was sitting at his mother's 
cottage-door, holding a string in his hand. 
" What are you doing, my little friend ? " 
was the kind inquiry of a passer by. " Fly>- 
ing my kite, sir," was the prompt reply^ 
"I can see no kite; you can see none." 
"I know it, sir. I cannot see it; but I 
know it is there, for I can feel it puU." So 
is it with heaven, where our desires are. We 
cannot see it ; but we know it is there, be<^ 
cause we feel its attracting power, drawing 
our affections up to it. It attracts us as the 
loadstone does the needle ; as the land does 
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the ship when it is approaching the shore ; 
and as the larger body does the small one. 

** One sweetly solemn thought 
Comes to me o*er and o'er, 
Tm nearer my home to-day 
Than I've ever been before ! 
Nearer my Father's house. 
Where the many manuons be ; 
Nearer the great white throne, 
Nearer the jasper sea ; 
Nearer the bound of life^ 
Where I lay my burden down ; 
Nearer leaving my cross. 
Nearer weaiing my crown." 

In heaven all are one. There are no 
sects. A poor converted Canadian tells us 
he once had a dream. He says : " I dreamed 
of heaven. It appeared like a large church 
full of pews ; as each one entered, Jesus 
asked him as to his ecclesiastical position. 
One said, "I am an Episcopalian." 
"Then," said Jesus, "you must go and sit 
in that pew." Another said, "I am a 
Baptist." " You must go and sit in that 
pew," said Jesus. Another said, " I am a 
Presbyterian." Jesus said, "You must go 
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to that pew." At last came a poor con- 
verted heathen, who, knowing nothing of 
the ecclesiastical distinctions among men, 
feared there was no pew for him; when 
asked what he was, with trembling said, " I 
am a Christian." ** Oh," said Jesus, " then 
you can walk all about heaven." 

We are told that John Wesley had a 
dream, in which he seemed to go and 
knock at the gates of hell, and asked, 
'* Have you any Roman Catholics here ? " 
"Yes, a great many," was the reply. 
"Are there any Church of England men 
here ? " " Yes, a great many." " Have 
you any Presbyterians " here ? " " Yes, 
a great many." " Are there any Wes- 
leyans here ? " " Yes, a great many." 
Disappointed at this, he went and knocked 
at the gates of Paradise, and asked, " Have 
you any Roman Catholics here ? " " No," 
was the reply. " Have you any Church of 
England men here ? " " No." " Have you 
any Presbyterians here ? " " No." " Have 
you any ^ Wesleyans here ? " " No." 
" Whom have you then here ?" " We know 
nothing of any of those names you have 
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mentioned here ; the only name we know 
an3rthing of is Christian ; we are all Chris- 
tians here ; and of these there is a great 
multitude which no man can number, of all 
nations, languages, peoples, and tongues." 

Heaven is the gift of Jesus. ** I give unto 
them eternal life^ and they shall never perish^ 
John X. 28. Jesus hath died, left us a king- 
dom, engaged the witnesses, affixed His 
seal, given His pledge, and made all sure 
by a solemn covenant. ** God is not a man^ 
that He should lie ; neither the son of man^ that 
He should repent : hath He not said, and shall 
He not do it f or hath He spoken, and shall He 
not make it good V* Num. xxiii. 19. He will 
give it to the spiritually poor. " Blessed are 
the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven^* Matt. v. 3. He will give it after 
toil and labour. " Then He shall reward every 
man according to his works** Matt. xvi. 27. 

There is in the minds of all the good a 
yearning desire for heaven, and each one 
looks for it according to his own tastes and 
habits of thought. Southey looked for it as 
the enjoyment of intellectual society, and 
converse with Shakspeare, Dante, and 
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Chaucer. John Foster desired it, to break 
down the barriers, to unveil the unseen world, 
and that he might plunge into the secrets of 
truth. Leighton groaned for it, that he 
might be free from sin, and enjoy perfec- 
tion in the true sense of it, which he could 
not do and still live on earth. Robert Hall 
hoped for it, as a place of rest. Wilberforce 
longed for it, as the abode of love. In ex- 
pectation of it Whitfield used to say, " I 
long to leap over my threescore years and 
ten." Paul says, ** In this we groan, earnestly 
desiring to be clothed upon with our house 
which is/rom heaven^ 2 Cor. v. 2. ** Having 
a desire to depart, and to he with Christ, which 
is far better.*' Phil. i. 23. Such desires, aspi- 
rations, and hopes fill the mind ; darken the 
glory of the world; lessen the ills of life; 
give strength to resist the temptations of 
Satan ; inflame the heart with love to all 
that is good ; make the subjects of them 
truly noble; and enlighten the prospect as 
the end approaches. 

Dear Reader, yours is an afflicted case ; 
how it will terminate none can telL By 
your present trial God is seeking to call off 
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your attention from earthly things, and to 
lead yon to set your affections on things 
above. Hitherto ypu may have been care- 
less and indifferent to these things; you 
may not have concerned yourself about 
them. It may be that you begin to see your 
danger; and, perhaps, you are afraid to 
believe, lest you should presume. It is 
true that you are a sinner, in danger of 
perishing, and unless you are bom again, 
repent, and believe in Jesus, you cannot 
enter heaven. But you need not despair; 
there is a Saviour who is able and willing 
to save all who are willing to be saved. 
Jesus says, *^Iam the way, the truth, and the 
life ': no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
MeP John xiv. 6. You are taught to *^ Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be savedy Acts xvi. 31. Go to Jesus with 
all your sins, doubts, and fears. Cast your 
burden of guilt on Him ; tell Him what you 
feel and want ; ask Him for grace to enable 
you to believe in Him ; and when you be- 
lieve you shall be saved, and Christ will be 
formed in you the hope of glory. 
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Portions of Scripture suitable to be 

REMX 

(Psalm xvi. John xiv.) 

A Prayer, in Scripture language :— 

" Lord, remember me when Thou comest 
into Thy kingdom." Luke xxiii. 42, "Thou 
shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and 
afterward receive me to glory." Psalm 
Ixxiii. 24. Enable *me to " Lay up a good 
foundation against the time to come, that I 
may lay hold on eternal life." i Tim. vi. 19. 
To "Lay up a treasure in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor 
steal." Matt. vi. 20. "That I may know 
Him, and the power of His resurrection, 
and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 
made conformable unto His death ; if by 
any means I may attain unto the resur- 
rection of the dead." Phil. iii. 10, 11. 
"Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
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abundant ipercy hath begotten us to a 
lively hope by the resurrection .of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance in- 
corruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away." i Peter i, 3, 4. O Lord, give me 
grace that I may rise to this assurance 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

** High in yonder realms of light, 
Far above these lower skies. 
Fair and exquisitely bright, 
Heaven*s un&ding mansions rise : 
Glad, within their blest abode. 
Dwell the raptured saints above. 
Where no anxious cares corrode^ 
Happy in ImmanuePs lov«» 

Once the big unbidden tear. 
Stealing down the furrowed cheek. 
Told in eloquence sincere 
Tales of woe they could not speak : 
But, these days of weeping o'er. 
Passed this scene of toil and pain. 
They shall feel distress no more — 
Never, never weep again. 

*Mid the chorus of the skies, 
'Mid the angelic lyres above. 
Hark ! there songs melodious rise. 
Songs of praise to Jesus' love : 
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Happy spirits 1 ye are fled 
Where no giief can entrance find $ 
Lulled to rest the aching head. 
Soothed the anguish of the mind. 

All is tranquil and serene. 
Calm and undisturbed repose ; 
There no dood can mtervene, 
There no angry tempest blows ; 
Every tear is wipal away. 
Sighs no more shall heave the breast; 
Night is lost in endless day. 
Sorrow in eternal rest.** 
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